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Begun at Edinburgb, * 22d Day of May 1788, and 
concluded the ad Day of June in che ſaid Year. 


1. 
The KI x c's Commiſſion to Davin Earl 
of LEVEN. produced, and ordered to 
be recorded. 


Edinburgh, his 22. 1788. 


IE General Aſſembly of this National Church 

being convened and — there was pro- 
duced to them, by the Right Honourable Da- 
vid Earl of LEVEN, the King's Commiiſion, 
ſealed with the Seal appointed by the Treaty 
af Union. to be kept and uſed in Scotland, in place of the 
| Great 
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Great Seal of Scotland, making and conſtituting him his 
Majeſty's High Commiſſioner and Repreſentative in this 


Aſſembly; which Commiſſion was publicly read with all 


due 1 15 and reſpect, and ordered to be recorded in 


the Books of Aſſembly. The tenor whereof follows: 


EORGIUS, Dei gratia, Magnæ Britanniæ, Francie, et Hi.. 
bernie Rex, Fidei Defenſor : Omnibus probis hominibus, ad 
-quos preſentes liter noſtræ pervenerint, ſalutem. Quandoquiden 
Nos conſiderantes, quod generalis eccleſie Scotia conventus in vige. 
imum ſecundum diem Maii proximi convenire ordinatus fuit ; Nyſ. 
gur abunde cupidi, et neceſſarium t. judicantes in commodum die 
eccleſie, ut idem eccleſiæ generalis conventus die /latuto debits 
 obſervetur, atque rebus magni momenti Nos alio vocantibus, dif 
conventui perſonaliter intereſſe nequimus 3 Noſque abunde ſatiſ 
Ffacti de Jufficientia ei fidelitate fideliſſimi et dilectiſſimi noſin 
conſanguinci Davidis Comitis de Leven, quod ad ſummun 
munus noſtri ſupremi Commiſſionaru ad dictum generalem con. 
ventum rite exercendum et vbeundum uſquequaque fit inſtructus: 
Noveritis igitur, nos nominaſſe, conſtituiſſẽ, et ordinaſſe, tenortque 
. praſentium, nominare, conſtituere, et ordinare, memoratum, fide. 
lifſimum et prædilectiſſimum noſirum conſanguineum Davidem 
Comitem de Leven, /upremum noſtrum Commiſſionarium dif 
 generali ecclefie Scottie conventut, dando et concedendb illi ple- 
nam pote/tatem, commiſſionem, et warrantum, ſacram noſtran 
perſonam et auctoritatem regalem repreſentandi, nec non pre- 
ſentiam noſtram ſupplendi, et locum nofirum in dicto ſubſequenti 
generali conventu, tanquam Commiſſionario noſtro ad hunc ef. 
fectum ſpecialiter conſtituto, tenendi, omniaque alia ad imperiun 
. et munus Commiſſianarii pro generali eccle/ie conventu peragendi, 
tam plene adeoque libere in quovis reſpectu, quam quilibet alius 
in eodem ſummo munere fecerat, ſeu quovis tempore præterito fa- 
cere potuerat, vel ac fi nos ipſi perſonaliter preſentes facert 
_ potuerimus. Quæ que omnia et ſingula quæ diftas David Co- 
mes de Leven, in bac noſtra commiſſione proſequenda legitime 


Ffecerit, ſeu fiert ordinaverit, nos firmiter approbamus, et rati- 


ficamus. Inſuper omnibus et ſingulis dicti conventus et eccleſie 


paſtoribus et preſbyteris cateriſque quibuſeunque, intra illan 


partem Magne Britanme Scotiam vocatam, ſubditis nofiris, 
cujuſcungue gradus ſeu qualitatis, ut dictum Davidem Comi- 
tem de Leven, tanquam fupremum naſtrum Commiſſionarium, 
quoad effectum et modum ſupra mentionatum, revereantur, ag. 
noſcant et audiant, Aricte mandamus et precipimus Aqui 
banc noſtram Commiſſionem a dicto vigeſimo ſecundo die Mau 
proximi incipere, et deinceps durante ſubſequente ſeſſione dif 


generalis conventus in vigore continuare, declaramus, vel bf _ 
N | dun 
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| monium, praſentibus ſigillum noſtrum per unionis tractatum cu- 

odiend. et in Scotia vice et loco Magni Sigilli ejuſdem utend. 

ordinat. appendi mandavimus. Apud aulam nofiram apud 

St James's, vigeſimo octavo die menſis Aprilis, anno Domini mi- 

emo ſeptingenteſumo oftogeſimo octavo, Regnique naſtri anno 

vie imo octavo. . | | 7 35 ny 
Per ſignaturam manu S. D. N. Regis ſupraſeript. 
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II. 


The KN o's moſt gracious Letter to the 
General Aſſembly, preſented to them 


i by his Majeſty's Commiſſioner. 


GEORGE R. 


IcuT REVEREND and Well-beloved, We greet you 


well. We repeat with great pleaſure Our marks 
of approbation of your wiſe and prudent conduct in your 
ſocial proceedings, which ſo much tend to the preſerva- 
tion of true Religion and Virtue, and wherein you ſhew 
your real zeal for the ſupport of Our Government and 
Royal Perſon, ny 5 | | 


Being fully determined at all times to preſerve to the 


Church of Scotland, all its legal Rights, Dignities, and 
Privileges, We do, with more confidence, recommend to 


you Our earneſt wiſh, that your preſent meeting, ſhould - 
be characteriſed by every example againſt diſputes, and 


unneceſſary and unbecoming diſcuſſions ; that it ſhould 
hold forth every temptation to purſue the paths of Chri- 
ſtian Virtue, and every diſcouragement to idleneſs and vice. 
Our Right Truſty, and Right Well-beloved Couſin, 


| David Earl of Leven, has ſo much ſhewn his love of vir- 
tue, and his real attachment to the good of his Country 


and of Our Government, in the execution of the very great 
and intereſting charge of Our Lord High Commiſſioner 


aum a nobis revocabitur, et exonerabitur. In cujus rei teſti- 


to- 
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to the General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, that 
We are encouraged to hope that, by reappointing him to 
that office, We ſhall grant you a gracious and acceptable 
mark of Our Favour. | | 
We have therefore only to expreſs Our hope, that you 
will obſerve Our recommendation of unanimity and bro. 
therly love to each other, in all buſineſs which may be 
to judge of; in the end, that this preſent Aſſembly may 
as happily conclude as any other which have preceded 
it. And ſo We bid you heartily farewell. Given at Our 
Court at St James's, the 5th day of May 1788, in the 
28th year of Our Reign. 


By his Majeſty's Command, 
SYDNEY. 


Addreſſed thus : To the Right Reverend and Well-beloveq 
the Moderator, Miniſters and Elders of the General 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 


PPP 


III. 


The General Aſſembly's Anſwer to the 
King's moſt gracious Letter. 


May it pleaſe Your Majefly, 


HE gracious letter, with which Your Majeſty hath 
been pleaſed to honour this meeting of the General 
Aſſembly, was received with becoming reſpect and grati- 
tude. 5 ; 
The diſtinguiſhed marks which Your Majeſty has given 
of Your Royal approbation of the conduct of former Af 
ſemblies, and which You graciouſly condeſcend to repeat 


at this time, afford us the moſt fincere ſatisfaction, and 
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are a moſt animating motive to induce us to perſevere in 
our earneſt endeavours for the preſervation and advance- 
ment of true Religion and Virtue, and to embrace eve 
opportunity of teſtifying the ardent zeal which we feel 
for the ſupport of Your Majeſty's Government and Royal 
erſon. | 
g Upon Vour Majeſty's renewed aſſurances to preſerve 
to the Church of Scotland, all its legal rights, dignities, 
and privileges, we reſt with that entire confidence, 
| which is due from ſubjects to a Sovereign, who makes 
the Laws the rule of his Government; and we bleſs the 
King of Kings, that we live under a Prince, who ſhews 
himſelf the true nurſing Father of the Church, by recom- 
mending to us, as his earneſt wiſh, and as the moſt effec- 
tual method of ſecuring the continuance of his protec- 
tion, that we ſhould hold forth an example of Chriſtian 
Charity, and every incitement to purſue the paths of 
Chriſtian Virtue, and that we ſhould give every diſcou- 
ragement to idleneſs and vice. - 
We gladly embrace this opportunity of offering our 
humble thanks to Your Majeſty for Your late Royal Pro- 
clamation, for the encouragement of Piety and Virtue, 
and for preventing and puniſhing vice, profaneneſs, and 
immorality, which is truly worthy of a Chriſtian Prince, 
and a ſtrong proof of the ſame watchful attention to the 
beſt intereſts of Your Kingdom, which is fo fully expreſ- 
ſed in Your Majeſty's gracious letter to this Aſſembly. 
Deeply ſenfible that righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, and 
that fin 1s the reproach of any people, we beg leave to 
aſſure Your Majeſty, that we will moſt cheerfully exert 
ourſelves to the utmoſt of our power, in recommending 
and enforcing Your Majeſty's pious commands, by pro- 
moting among the people under our care, a ſacred regard 
to the inſtitutions and laws of our holy Religion. 

We have had ſo much experience of the many amiable 
virtues by which the Right Honourable the Earl of Le- 
ven is diſtinguiſhed ; and his love of virtue and real at- 

tachment to the good of his Country, and the intereſts of 
the Church of Scotland, are ſo generally known, that we 
receive Your Majeſty's reappointment of him to the very 
great and intereſting charge of Lord High Commiſſioner 
to the General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, as a 
gracious and acceptable mark of Your favour. 

Your Majeſty's Royal Donation of a thouſand pounds 
for the Propagation of Religion in the Highlands and 
Iſlands of Scotland, we receive with the ſincereſt _ 

| tude ; 
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tude; and we ſhall be careful in applying it to the pious 
purpoſes for which it is beſtowed. 

Convinced that unanimity and brotherly love are be. 
coming our characters as miniſters of the Prince of 
Peace, and will give dignity to our proceedings, we ſhall 
ſtudy to obſerve Your Majeſty's recommendation, and to 
conduct our buſineſs in ſuch a manner as to bring the 
Aſſembly to a happy concluſion, \ | 
That Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jef, 
Chriſt, may protect Your Perſon, and eſtabliſh Your 
Throne in righteouſneſs ; That he may pour down his beſt 
bleſſings upon our gracious Queen, his Royal Highneſ 
the Prince of Wales, and all the Royal Family ; and that, 
after reigning long, with wiſdom and felicity, over 3 
free, a dutiful, and an affectionate people, You may enter 
thoſe happy regions, where pious and virtuous Princes 

receive an unfading Crown, is the earneſt prayer of, 

ö May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, | 
Your Majeſty's moſt faithful, 
Moſt obedient, 

And moſt loyal ſubjects, 
The Miniſters and Elders met in this National 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 


Signed in our name, 
In our preſence, 
And at our appointment, by 


ARCHIBALD DAVIDSON, Md. 


2% % %% ff %%% %%% %%% %%% 


V... | 
An Addreſs by the General Aſſembly 
to his Majeſty. 
A lay it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 7" RY 
V E Your Majeſty's moſt dutiful ſubjects, the Mini- 
| ſters and Elders of the Church of Scotland, met 


in be National Aſſembly, beg leave to approach Your 
throne, with hearts full of loyalty and affection. 


We 
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We ſhould be unworthy of the ſtation we hold, if we did 
not gladly embrace this firſt opportunity of congratu- 
lating Your Majeſty on the happy effects of Your wiſe 
and vigorous meaſures, during the courſe of laſt year, when, 
under the direction of Divine Providence, You delivered 

this nation from the danger of being involved in war, by 

preſerving the independence, and re-eſtabliſhing the legal 
government of a neighbouring Proteſtant State, and hap- 
pily revived with it an ancient and cloſe alliance, which, 
for ſo long a period, had been ſalutary to Your Majeſty's. 
kingdoms. | „ ; 

While we contemplate the preſent poſture of our pu- 
blic affairs in general, and our friendly league with the 
Republic of the United Provinces in particular, with 
thankfulneſs to Heaven, and the warmeſt approbation of 
Your Majeſty's conduct, we feel ourſelves called upon to 
commemorate that glorious event, the Revolution of 
1688, which delivered us from Popery and arbitrary 
power, and fixed that conſtitution of government which 
is the-wonder and envy of the world, not more for civil 
and political liberty, than for juſtice and humanity ; 
which has hitherto had force ſufficient to repair its inter- 
nal diſorders, as well as to repel external violence, and 
which the experience of a century now entitles us to- 
hope may be as laſting as it is excellent. An event the 
more endeared to our remembrance, as from thence was 
derived the ſettlement of the Crown of Britain. on Your 

| Majeſty's Illuſtrious Family, who have hitherto ſwayed 
the ſceptre with ſo much wiſdom and equity; and with 

ſuch a ſacred regard to the rights of the nation, as to ſe- 
cure the confidence and affection of their ſubjects, and 
to leave no doubt on our. minds, That the ſtability of the 
conſtitution, and-the proſperity of the people, will: ever 
continue to be the great object of their government. | 

With ſuch deep impreſſions of the felicity of that 
Great ra, to which, beſides all other advantages, we 
owe the reſtoration and ſecurity of our Eccleſiaſtical 
Eſtabliſhment, Your Majeſty may be aſſured, that we ſhall 
neglect no proper opportunity of making the people under 
our care duly ſenſible of the diſtinguiſhed bleſſings they 
enjoy under Divine Providence, and of exciting in their. 

minds ſentiments of affection: and loyalty to Your Ma- 
jeſty, the faithful Guardian of all our Liberties. 

That Your Majeſty may reign long over a free and 
happy people : That the Almighty, may guard Your Sa- 

cred Perſon from every danger, and beſtow on You every 


bleſſing * 


\ 
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bleſſing: That he may bleſs and preſerve the Queen. 
Prince of Wales, and all the Royal Family ; and that 3 
race of kings of Your Illuſtrious Line, may, to the lateſt 
poſterity, fit on the throne of theſe realms, is the earneſt 
prayer of, ; To” 

May it pleaſe Your Majeſty, 
Your Majeſty's moſt faithful, 

Moſt obedient, 

And moſt loyal ſubjects, 
The Miniſters and Elders met in this National 
Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland. 


Signed in our name, 
In our preſence, 
And at our appointment, by 


ARCHIBALD DAVIDSON, d 


$S$$$$SvS5+33+ I++ DS S>SS$ ++ <<< I $$ < $$ $$$ $$$$$+4 - 


— = 


—— 
— Boo Ra nv, 
ö — 1 I IIICT — 
— — as — — 2 = 
— — - — — — — 


5 v. 


Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Ru- 

ling Elders, for the Reformation of the 
| Highlands and Iſlands of Scotland, 
| and for managing his Majeſty's Royal 


* 


Bounty for that end. 


1 General Aſſembly did, and hereby do, nominate 
and appoint the Reverend Dr Archibald Davidſon, 
Principal of Glaſgow College, their Moderator, all the 
miniſters who are members of the Preſbytery of Edin- 
burgh, Dr Thomas Biſſet at Logierait, Mr Thomas Fle- 
ming at Kenmore, Mr David Moncrieff at Rogarton, Mr 
Thomas Fergus at Denny, Mr Robert Mathie at Glendo- 
van, Mr Robert Stirling at Port, Mr Robert Liſton at A. 


berdour, Mr George Willis at Leſlie, Mr Andrew Walker 
n 
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at Colleſſie, Principal M Cormick, St Andrews, Profeſſor 
George Hill, St Andrews, Dr James Playfair at Meigle, 
Mr David Ferney at Kinnettles, Dr Robert Small at Dun- 
dee, Mr William Milligan at Kirkden, Mr David Fergu- 
ſon at Farnell, Mr John Hutchiſon at Fettereſſo, Mr ſames 
Forſyth at Belhelvie, Mr William Shand at Lumphanan, 
Mr Thomas Birnie at Alford, Mr William Duff at Fove- 
ran, Mr Patrick Davidſon at Rayne, Mr Andrew Young- 
| ſon at Aberdour, Mr Robert Duff at King Edward, Mr 
Robert Grant at Cullen, Mr Robert Innes at Huntly, Mr 
John Grant at Boharm, Mr James Gfant at Inveraven, 
Mr Patrick Grant at Duthill, Mr James Gillan at Spey- 
mouth, Mr Alexander Coull at Edenkillie, Mr Hugh Cal- 
der at Croy, Mr George Watſon at Inverneſs, Mr Robert: 
Munro at Kilmuir Weſter, Mr George Balfour at Tarbet, 
Mr Daniel Roſe at Dingwall, Mr Patrick Grant at Bole- 
ſkin, Mr Alexander Mackay at Barvas, Mr Murdock 
Maciver at Lochalſh, Mr Aneas Macleod at Rogart, Mr 
Alexander Falconer at Edrachilles, Mr William Suther- 
land at Wick, Mr William Anderſon at Evie and Rendal, 
Mr James Bremner at Walls and Flota, Mr John Ander- 
ſon at Stronſay, Mr David Thomſon at Walls, Mr James: 
Paton at Torphichen, Mr Bernard Halden at Glenholm, 
Dr James Moffat at Newlands, Dr Alexander Carlyle at 
Invereſk, Dr Henry Grieve at Dalkeith, Mr Alexander 
Glen at Dirleton, Mr William Crombie at Spott, Mr Ro-- 
bert Home at Polwart, Mr George Tod at Eyemouth, 
Mr Robert Turnbull at Sprouſton,, Mr John Riccleton at 
Hopkirk, Dr James Ford at Lauder, Mr Stephen Oliver at 
Maxton, Mr Thomas Smith at Cumbertrees, Mr William 
Little at Weſterkirk, Mr Alexander Brown at Moffat, Mr 
William Grierſon at Glencairn, Dr David Lamont at 
Kirkpatrick Durham, Mr Philip Moriſon at Balmaghie, 
Mr John Dickſon at Kirkowan, Mr James Caddle at New- 
luce, Mr John Macdermid Ferguſhill at Straiton, Mr Tho- 
mas Briſbane at Dunlop, Mr John Monteith ſenior at Hou- 
ſton, Mr Patrick Maxwell at Eaſt Monkland, Mr james 
Gray at Lanark, Mr Alexander Dun at Calder, Mr James 
Jeffry at Balfron, Mr Charles Stewart at Strathchur, Mr 
Robert Thomſon at Killean, Dr Joſeph Macintyre at 
Glenorchy, Mr Archibald Macarthur at Kilninian, Mr 
Alexander Campbell at Ardnamurchan, Mr John Grant, at 
Kirkmichael, Mr John Downie at Stornoway, miniſters ;. 
Thomas Elder, Eſq; of Forreth, George Wright, Eſq; of 
Laton, John Erſkine, Efq; advocate, the Honourable Hen- 


iy 
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ry Erſkine, Profeſſor Richardſon, Sir Charles Preſton, Mr 
James Fergus, Andrew Hamilton, Eſq; Major John Mel. 
vell, Profeſſor Cook, Dr Andrew Duncan, Edinburgh, A. 
lexander Watſon, Eſq; of Turren, Mr Thomas Mill, mer. 
chant, Mr- Thomas Duncan, writer, Alexander Burnet 
Eſq; advocate, Profeſſor Playfair, Mr Cunningham of Hynd. 
hope, William Macdonald, of Rinnſton, Eſq; Profeſſor 
Thomas Gordon, Aberdeen, George Buchan- Hepburn, 
Eſq; Mr John Taylor, writer, Mr Alexander Forbes, writer, 
Mr John Robertſon, writer, Mr John Ruſlell un. writer, Mr 
Baron Gordon, Mr Iſaac Grant, writer, Dr Gregory Grant, 
Edinburgh, Mr Thomas Gordon, writer, Walter Dunbar, 
Eſq; Mr Ludovick Grant jun. writer, Bailie John Lothian, 
Edinburgh, Robert Macintoſh, Eſq; advocate, Convener 
Lindſay, Edinburgh, Lord Ankerville, Donald Smith, Eſq; 
Edinburgh, Robert Bruce-Macleod, Eſq; the Procurator, 
William Macleod-Bannatyne, Eſq; Profeſſor Macleod, 
General Mackay, Bailie Daniel Miller, Mr Alexander 
Youngſon, writer, Mr Malcolm Laing, advocate, Mr 
George Home, baker, Profeſſor Dalzell, Mr Walter Scott, 
writer, the Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, Convener Demp- 
ſter, Profeſſor Walker, the Honourable Captain Sandi- 
lands, Provoſt Clark, Captain Taylor, Mr James Home, 
writer, the Lord Chief Baron, Mr Hamilton of Spittle- 
haugh, Mr Solicitor General, John Hamilton, Eſq; Hugh 
Dalrymple, Eſq; Mr James Veitch, James Wilkie, Eſq; 
Matthew Sandilands, Eſq; John Stewart, Eſq; the Honour- 
able Henry Dundas, Bailie James Dickſon, Hugh Scott, 
Eſq; William Elliot, Eſq; Richard Tod, Eſq; Sir William 
Maxwell, Mr James Saunders, writer, Mr William Gregan, 
Mr Archibald Douglas, writer, John Macmurdo, Eſq; Pro- 
feſſor George Jardin, Mr William Anderſon, Alexander 
Ferguſon, Eſq; advocate, Mr Horatius Canan, writer, Mr 
ames Jamieſon, Mr James Torry, merchant, the Lord Pre- 
fident, John Hamilton, Eſq; Mr John Ruſſel, Mr Alexan- 
der Weir, Henry Stewart, Eſq; Bailie William Telfar, Alex- 
ander Wight, Eſq; advocate, the Lord Advocate, Sir James 
Colquhoun, Robert Cullen, Eſq; Archibald Macdonald, 
Eſq; William Campbell, Eſq; Profeſſor Williamſon, Co- 
lonel Robert Campbell, Allan Macdougald, Eſq; Profeſlor 
Finlayſon, Ruling Elders, to be a Committee of this 
Aſſembly, for the reformation of the Highlands and 
Iſlands of Scotland, for promoting the knowledge of 
true religion, ſuppreſſing Popery and profanenels, and 


for managing the Royal Bounty for theſe ends, accord- 
| ing 
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ing to, and in terms of his Majeſty's grant to this Aſſem- 
bly. In proſecution of which purpoſes, the Committee 
are to appoint Preachers and Catechiſts, to go to ſuch 

laces as they ſhall find, upon due information, to be the 
moſt proper, according to His Majeſty's deſign, expreſſed 
in His warrant 3 and, in ſo doing, that they have particu- 
Jar regard to ſuch pariſhes in South Uiſt, Small Ifles, 
Glenco, Harris, the countries of Moidart, Glengary, and 
Lochaber, and the other pariſhes of the Synods of Glenelg 
and Argyle, which the Committee ſhall find, by reaſon 
of the vaſt extent, by the prevalency of Popery and igno- 
rance, and other unhappy circumſtances, to be in the 
greateſt diſtreſs : And they ſhall take care, that the per- 
ſons they employ be certified, and found, upon due trial, 
to be properly qualified for theſe reſpective offices, of 
good abilities for the ſame, of a pious life and converſa- 
tion, prudent, of undoubted loyalty to His Majeſty, and 
of competent ſkill in the principles of Divinity, and par- 
ticularly in Popiſh controverſies : Such Preachers and Ca- 


techiſts being hereby appointed to be ſubject to, and un- 
der the inſpection of the Preſbyteries of the bounds to 


which they are ſent, who are to take care that the orders 
of the Committee be duly obſerved by them. And the 
Preachers are alſo appointed to catechiſe, and both they 
and the Catechiſts to inſtruct the people from houſe to 
houſe, and to viſit the ſick; and, in all their labour a- 
mong the people, to be careful to teach them the prin- 


ciples and duties of the true Chriſtian Proteſtant religion, 


and the obligations they are under to duty and loyalty to 
our Sovereign King George, and obedience to the laws : 


And the Committee are empowered to give them ſuch in- 


ſtructions, as to their work and behaviour, as they ſhall 
judge meet ; which inſtructions the Preachers and Cate- 
chiſts are hereby ordered to obey. The General Aſſembly 
do further appoint the ſaid Committee, to have a particu- 
lar regard in their proceedings, to the regulations agreed 
upon by the Committee of the Aſſembly for managing 
the Royal Bounty, on the 3oth of September 1730, ap- 
proven by frequent Aſſemblies : And to take care that 
Preſbyteries, and others concerned, obſerve the ſame, 
which they are hereby ordered to do: Particularly, the 
Aſſembly ordains the ſeveral Preſbyteries to inſert in their 


regiſters, the Committee's appointments of the deſigna- 


tions, falaries, and ſtations of the ſeveral miſſionaries, and 
to have an exact regard thereto, in all the letters they ſhall 


D ficates 


write about the ſaid miſſionaries, and in giving of certi- 


ry Catechiſt, who receives a ſalary from the Royal Boun- 
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ficates to them; and to direct all their letters, concernin 
miſſionaries in their bounds, only to the Moderator — 
the Committee; which letters ſhall be ſigned, at the ap- 
ointment of the Preſpytery, by the Moderator or Clerk 
thereof: And the Aſſembly does diſcharge any payment 
to be made of the ſalaries of the miſſionaries, except upon 
receipts from the miſſionaries themſelves, and upon certi. 
ficates from the Preſbyteries, bearing, That they have ſe. 
ved for the time mentioned in the receipts ; and that eye. 


ty, on condition that the pariſhioners or gentlemen of the 
diſtrict ſhall pay a certain ſum in aid of ſuch ſalary, ſhall 
inſert, in the body of his receipt to the Caſhier, a declara. 
tion that he has received the particular ſum ſpecified; and 
that the atteſtation of the Preſbytery ſhall in like manner 
bear, that the Catechiſt has received the ſtipulated ſum 
which the Committee make the condition of his appoint. 
ment; it being underſtood by this reſolution, that the 
ſeveral ſtations, with regard to which ſuch conditions 
were originally made by the Committee, when no ſuch 
declaration of the Catechiſt, or atteſtation of the Preſby- 
tery, as is now propoled, is received by the Caſhier, 
ſhall be afterwards ſuppreſſed by the Committee, though 
the Catechiſt ſhall, notwithſtanding, receive the ſalary for 
the time he 1s certified to have performed his duty. That 
a journal of the itinerant's labours in the miniſtry, of the 
miſſion committed to him, be written on the back of the 
Preſbytery's certificate, and ſigned by him, as the ground 
on which the Preſbytery have granted him ſaid certifi- 
cate. The General Aſſembly do alſo empower the ſaid 
Committee to apply, for the purpoſes above mentioned, 
what may remain of the laſt year's Royal Bounty not 
diſpoſed of, by reaſon of any of the miſſionaries not ful- 
filling the appointments laid upon them ; and that they 
are to keep a Pre of their proceedings, and likewiſe 
diſtinct books of accounts, how the foreſgid money is 
beſtowed, which ſhall be patent to any concerned who 
pleaſe to inſpe the ſame. Of the perſons above named 
as members of this Committee, five are declared to be a 
quorum, whereof three are to be miniſters. But it 1s 
hereby appointed, That at the quarterly meeting of the 
Committee, in which the ſcheme or eſtabliſhment of 
miſſionaries for the enſuing year is to be approved and 
determined, not leſs than fourteen ſhall be the quorum, 
whereof nine ſhall be miniſters ; and the ſaid Committet 
are appointed to haye their general meetings 1 vr 
| burg, 
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burgh, the firſt lawful day after the adjournment of each 
of the four ſtated diets of the Commiſſion of the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly, within the Aſſembly ayle, at ten of the 
clock in the forenoon, except that day ſhall fall to be Sa- 
turday, and then the meeting ſhall be upon Monday next 
thereafter, at the ſaid hour; with power to the ſaid Com- 
mittee to adjourn themſelyes to ſuch times and places as 
they ſhall find moſt needful and convenient : And they 
are to keep a correſpondence with the Commiſſion of the 
General Aſſembly, and the Society for propagating Chri- 
tian Knowledge, and their Committee of Directors, and 
to take their advice and aſſiſtance; and alſo to correſpond 
with the Synods and Preſbyteries concerned. They are 
- likewiſe inſtructed and empowered, as they ſhall ſee cauſe, 
to apply to the Government, or any Magiſtrate, for aſſiſt- 
ance and ſupport in carrying on the deſign of the com- 
miſſion now given to them. And the General Aſſembly 
do appoint Mr William Robertſon advocate, Procurator 
for the Church, and Receiver of the foreſaid Royal Boun- 
ty, to pay out the ſame, as he ſhall be directed and or- 
dered by the foreſaid Committee, and according to their 
rules. And the ſaid Committee are appointed to examine 
the accounts of the diſtribution of the Royal Bounty, and 
lay the ſame before the Lords Commiſſioners of His Ma- 
jeſty's Treaſury, or the Barons of His Majeſty's Court of 
Exchequer, and to report their diligence to the General 
Aſſembly, to whom they are to be accountable. And it 
is agreed, That no perſon once employed and inſert in 
the ſcheme ſhall be ſtruck out thereof for that year, but 
by the quorum of at leaſt fourteen, whereof nine to be 
miniſters ; and in caſe any complaint ſhall be made againſt 
any of them on the ſcheme, it ſhall not be determined the 
firſt ordinary meeting that the ſame is offered, but it ſhall 
lie on the table till another meeting; and in the mean 
time the perſon complained of, and the Preſbytery of 
the bounds wherein he officiates, ſhali be acquainted 
of ſuch complaint, and thoſe concerned be required 
to ſend to the ſaid Committee a juſt account of the 
matter againſt the next meeting. And it is further 
appointed, That after the yearly ſcheme of miſſionaries 
on the Royal Bounty, is ſettled in manner above direct- 
ed, and notice thereof given by letters to the Preſbyte- 
Ties concerned, ſuch Preſbyteries ſhall ſend up to the 
ſaid Committee their anſwer to theſe letters, at fartheſt 
with their Commiſſioners to the General Aſſembly, if the 
lame be not done ſooner and that the mee, at 
| their 
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their firſt meeting after the General Aſſembly, ſhall en. 


deavour to complete the next year's ſcheme themſelveg: 
and if they cannot complete it, they ſhall name a Sub. 
committee of their number for that purpoſe, who are to 
lay their draught thereof before a ſubſequent meeting, 
which is appointed to meet as ſoon after the riſing of the 
Aſſembly as poſſible. And empowered the Committee, 
at their firſt meeting, to reject any petition for a ney 
Nation, in caſe they ſhall find ſufficient objections againf 
it; and that the ſaid Committee, in making up the ſcheme 
of miſſionaries, c. do not exceed the ſum in the grant. 
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VI. 


Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Ru- 
ling Elders for diſcuſſing Affairs re- 


| ferred to them. 


HE General Aſſembly did, and hereby do nominate, 
commiſſion and appoint, the Reverend Dr Archi- 
bald Davidſon, Principal of Glaſgow College, their Mo- 
derator ; and from the preſbytery of Dunkeld, Dr Thomas 
Biſſet at Logierate, Mr Thomas Fleming at Kenmore, 
Mr Alexander Stewart at Moulin, Mr George Baird at 
Dunkeld, miniſters, Thomas Elder, Eſq; of Forneth, and 


David Stewart, Eſq; banker, Edinburgh, ruling elders; 


from the preſbytery of Perth, Mr David Moncrief at Ro- 
garton, Mr William Lang at Arngoſk, Mr John Dow at 
Methven, Mr John Inglis at Tibbermuir, miniſters, 
George Wright, Eſq; of Laton, and Bailie John Caw, ru- 
ling elders ; from the preſbytery of Stirling, Mr Thomas 
Fergus at Denny, Mr James Robertſon at Gargunnock, 
miniſters, John Erſkine, Eſq; advocate, ruling elder ; 
from the preſbytery of Auchterarder, Mr Robert Mathew 
at Glendovan, Mr William Graham at Foſloway, Mr James 


Ramſay at Madderty, miniſters, the Right Hon. Henry 


Erſkine, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of — 
| a 1 
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Mr Robert Stirling at Port, Mr Duncan Stewart at Bal- 
uhidder, miniſters, Profeſſor William Richardſon, ruling 
elder; from the preſpytery of Dunfermline, Mr Robert 
Lifton at Aberdour, Mr Peter Primroſe at Dalgety, Mr 
Walter Macalpin at Culroſs, miniſters, Sir Charles Preſton 
of Valleyfield, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Kirk- 
caldy, Mr George Willis at Leſlie, Mr James Reid at 
Kinglaſſie, Mr John Scot at Auchtertool, miniſters, James 
Townſend Oſwald, Eſq; ruling elder ; from the burgh of 
Kirkcaldy, Mr James Fergus ; from the burgh of King- 
horn, Andrew Hamilton, Eſq; Provoſt of Kinghorn ; from 
the burgh of Burntiſland, Bailie John Thomſon, Burnt- 
iſland; from the burgh of Dyſart, Bailie Alexander 
Thomſon, Dy ſart; from the preſbytery of Cupar, Mr 
Alexander Walker at Colleſſie, Mr George Campbell 
at Cupar, Mr Peter Barclay at Kettle, Mr Andrew Thom- 
ſon at Balmerino, miniſters, Mr Henry Thomas at Belhel- 
vie, Mr Henry Birrel at Auchtermuchty, ruling elders ; 
from the burgh of Cupar, Major John Melvil of Cairney ; 
from the preſbytery of St Andrews, Principal Maccormick, 
Mr James Burn at Forgan, Mr William Peirmont at Ely, 
Mr james Beatſon at Kingſbarns, miniſters, Lieutenant- 
colonel Monipenny, Profeſlor John Cook, ruling elders; 
from the burgh of St Andrews, Dr Andrew Duncan, 
phyſician, Edinburgh ; from the univerſity of St Andrews, 
Profeflor George Hill; from the preſbytery of Meigle, 
Dr James Playfair, Meigle, Mr James Ogilvy at Effie, Mr 
James Badenoch at Kingoldrum, miniſters, Patrick Ali- 
lon, Eſq; ruling elder ; from the prefbytery of Forfar, 
Mr David Ferney at Kinnettles, Mr John Webſter at Inver- 
arity, miniſters, Alexander Watſon, Eſq; younger, of Tu- 
rin, ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Dundee, Dr 
Robert Small, Dundee, Mr John Millar, Inchture, Mr 
William Johnſton, Monifeith, miniſters, Mr David Law, 
merchant, Dundee, ruling elder ; from-the preſbytery of 
Aberbrothock, Mr William Milligan, Kirkden, Mr David 
Syme at Barrie, miniſters, Mr Thomas Mill, merchant, 
Canongate, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Aberbro- 
_ thock, Mr Thomas Duncan, writer, Edinburgh ; from 
the preſbytery of Brechin, Mr David Ferguſſon at Far- 
nel, Mr James Wilſon at Marytown, Mr Robert Hannay 
at Strickathrow, miniſters, Alexander Burnet, Eſq; advo- 
cate, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Fordoun, Mr 
John Hutchiſon at Fettereſſo, Mr Robert Foot at Fettercairn, 
Mr William Walker atEccleſgrig, miniſters, Profeſſor Play- 
fair, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Aberdeen, Mr 
| ; Bo. James 
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James Forſyth at Belhelvie, Mr James Hog at Skein, Mr 
James Sherriffs at Aberdeen, Dr John Brown at Newhillz 
miniſters, Provoſt William Crowden, James Cunningham. 
Eſq; ruling elders ; from the King's College, Mr Rode. 
rick Macleod, Sub-principal ; from the preſbytery of 
Kincardine O'neal, Mr William Shand at Lumphanan 
Mr George Knowles at Birſe, Mr Thomas Gordon at 
Aboyne, miniſters, William Macdonald, Eſq; ruling elder 7 
from the preſbytery of Alford, Mr Thomas Birnie at A]. 
ford, Mr George Donaldſon at Kennethmont, Mr Alexan. 
der Smith at Keig, miniſters, John Gordon, Eſq; of Craig, 
ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Ellon, Mr William 
Duff at Foveran, Mr William Paterſon at Logie, miniſters, 
Profeſſor Thomas Gordon, ruling elder ; from the pre. 
bytery of Garioch, Mr Patrick Davidſon at Reyne, Mr 
George Skein-Keith at Keithall, Mr William Macclieſh at 
Culſalmond, miniſters, George Buchan-Hepburn, Eſq; ruling 
elder ; from the preſbytery of Deer, Mr Andrew Youngſon, 
at Aberdour, Dr George Moir at Peterhead, Mr Hugh Tay. 
lorat Newdeer, miniſters, Mr John Taylor, clerk to the Sig- 
net, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Turreff, Mr Ro. 
bert Duff at King Edward, Mr Robert Ballingal at For- 
| glen, miniſters, Mr Alexander Forbes, writer, Edinburgh, 
ruling elder; from the preſbytery of Fordyce, Mr Ro- 
bert Grant at Cullen, Mr Walter Chambers at Deſkford, 
miniſters, Mr John Robertſon, writer, Edinburgh, ruling 
elder ; from the burgh of Cullen, Mr John Ruſſel junior, 
clerk to the Signet; from the preſbytery of Strathbogie, 
Mr Robert Innes at Huntly, Mr George Gordon at Mort- 
lich, miniſters, Mr Baron Gordon, ruling elder ; fron: the 
preſbytery of Aberlour, Mr John Grant at Boharm, Mr 
James Grant at Inveraven, miniſters, Mr Iſaac Grant, 
writer to the Signet, ruling elder; from the preſbytery 
of Abernethy, Mr Patrick Grant at Duthel, Mr John 
Grant, Kirkmichael, miniſters, Dr Gregory Grant, Edin- 

burgh, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Elgin, Mr 
James Gillan at Speymouth, Mr John Reid at Duffus, mi- 
niſters, Mr Thomas Gordon, clerk to the Signet, ruling 
elder; from the preſbytery of Forres, Mr Alexander Coul 
at Edinkelly, Mr William Stephen at Rafford, mini- 
ſters, Walter Dunbar, Eſq; ruling elder ; from the burgh 
of Forres, Mr Ludovick Grant junior, writer, Edinburgh; 
from the preſbytery of Nairne, Mr Hugh Calder at Croy, 
Mr John Morriſon at Nairne, miniſters, Bailie John Lo. 
thian, Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of 


Inverneſs, Mr George Watſon at Inverneſs, Mr _— 
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Jer Gordon at Deviot, miniſters, Robert Macintoſh, Eſq; 
-uling elder 3 from the preſbytery of Chanonry, Mr Ro- 
bert Munro at Kilmuir Weſter, Mr James Munro at Cro- 
marty, miniſters, Convener John Lindſay, Edinburgh, 
ruling elder 3 from the  preſbytery of Tain, Mr George 
Balfour at Tarbat, Mr Thomas Urquhart at Roſekeen, 
miniſters, Lord Ankerville, ruling elder; from the preſ- 
bytery of Dingwall, Mr John Fraſer at Kilmorack, Mr 
Daniel Roſe at Dingwall, miniſters, Donald Smith, Eſq; 
banker, Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of 
Abertarph, Mr Patrick Grant at Boleſkeen, Mr James 
Grant at Laggan, miniſters, Robert Bruce Aneas Mac- 
jeod of Cadbole, Eſq; ruling elder ; from the preſbytery 
of Sky, Mr Martin Macpherſon at Slate, Mr Donald 
Mackinnon at Strath, miniſters, Lord Macdonald, ruling 
elder; from the preſbytery of Lewis, Mr Alexander Mac- 
kay at Barvas, Mr John Downie at Stornoway, miniſters, 
the Procurator for the Church, ruling elder; from the 
preſbytery of Lochcarron, Mr Murdoch Maciver at Loch- 
alſh, Mr John Macqueen at Applecroſs, miniſters, Willi- 
am-Macleod Bannatyne, Eſq; advocate, ruling elder ; 
from the preſbytery of Dornoch, Mr Aneas Macleod at 
Rogart, Mr Alexander Sage at Kildonan, miniſters, Pro- 
feſſor Hugh Macleod, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery 
of Tong, Mr Alexander Falconer at Edrachillis, Mr John 
Thomſon at Durneſs, miniſters, General Mackay, ruling 
elder ; from the preſbytery of Caithneſs, Mr William Su- 
therland at Wick, Mr Thomas Jolly at Dunnet, miniſters, - 
Bailie Daniel Miller, Canongate, ruling elder; from the 
preſbytery of Kirkwall, Mr William Anderſon at Evie 
and Randal, Mr James Watſon at South Ronaldſay, mini- 
ſters, Mr Alexander Youngſon, writer, Edinburgh, ruling 
elder ; from the burgh of Kirkwall, Mr Malcolm Laing, 
advocate; from the preſbytery of Cairſtone, Mr James 
Bremner at Walls and Flota, Mr John Falconer at Strom- 
neſs, miniſters, Mr George Home baker, Edinburgh, ru- 
ling elder ; from the preſbytery of North Iſles, Mr John 
Anderſon at Stronſay and Edie, Mr James Izet at Weſtry, 
miniſters ; from the preſbytery of Zetland, Mr John In- 
ches at-Nefting, Mr David Thomſon at Walls, miniſters, 
Profeſſor Dalzell, Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from the 
preſbytery of Edinburgh, Dr John Dryſdale, Edinburgh, 
Mr James Craig at Currie, Dr David Johnſton, North 
Leith, Dr Andrew Hunter, Edinburgh, Mr Thomas Har- 
die, Edinburgh, Mr William Greenfield, Edinburgh, mini- 
ters, Mr Walter Scot, clerk to the Signet, Mr John Had. 
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doway, Mr Francis Braidwood, ruling elders ; from the 
city of Edinburgh, the Lord Provoſt, Convener Dempſter; 
from the ' univerſity of Edinburgh, Profeſſor Walker ; 
from the preſbytery of Linlithgow, Mr James Paton at 
Torphichen, Mr John Henderſon at Queensferry, Mr 
William Peterkin at Eccleſmachen, Mr John Muir at Fal. 
kirk, miniſters, Sir William Auguſtus Cunningham, the 
Honourable Captain Sandilands, ruling elders ; from the 


burgh of Linlithgow, Provoſt Clark; from the burgh of 


Queensferry, Captain James Taylor; from the preſbyte. 
ry of Biggar, Mr Bernard Haldane at Glenholm, Mr Wil. 
liam How at Skirling, Mr Bryce Little at Covington, mi. 
niſters, Mr James Home, clerk to the Signet, ruling elder; 
from the preſbytery of Peebles, Dr James Moffat at New. 
lands, Mr Patrick Robertſon at Edleſton, miniſters, Lord 
Chief Baron, ruling elder; from the burgh of Peebles, 
Andrew Hamilton, Eſq; from the preſbytery of Dalkeith, 
Dr Henry Grieve, Dalkeith, Mr James Finlayſon, Borth- 
wick, Dr Alexander Carlyle, Invereſk, miniſters, Mr Soli- 
citor-general, ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Had- 
dington, Dr Alexander Glen at Dirleton, Mr Matthew 
Murray at North Berwick, Mr Henry Sangſter at Humbie, 
miniſters, John Hamilton Eſq; of Pencaitland, ruling el. 
der ; from the burgh of Haddington, Mr James Veitch 
merchant, Haddington ; from the burgh of North Ber- 
wick, Hugh Dalrymple, Eſq; younger, of North Berwick; 
from the preſbytery of Dunbar, Mr William Crombie at 
Spot, Mr Alexander Davidſon at Stenton, miniſters, James 
Wilkie of Gilkerſton, Eſq; ruling elder ; from the preſ. 
bytery of Dunſe, Mr Robert Home at Polwart, Mr Selby 
Ord at Longformacus, miniſters, Matthew Sandilands, 
Eſq; ruling elder ; from the preſbytery of Chirnſide, Mr 
George Couples at Swinton, Mr George Tod, Eyemouth, 
miniſters, John Stewart, Eſq; ruling elder; from the 
preſbytery of Kelſo, Mr James Richardſon, Morebattle, 
Mr Robert Turnbull, Sproufton, miniſters, the Right 
_ Honourable Henry Dundas, ruling elder ; from the preſ- 
bytery of Jedburgh, Mr John Riccalton at Hobkirk, 
Dr William Burn at Minto; Mr John Hunter at Oxnam, 
miniſters, Bailte Dickſon, Edinburgh, ruling elder ; from 
the preſbytery of Lauder, Dr James Ford, Lauder, Mr Wil- 
lam Gillon at Legertwood, miniſters, Hugh Scot, Eſq; ru- 
ling elder ; from the preſbytery. of Selkirk, Mr Stephen 
Oliver, Maxton, Mr William Campbell, Lillieſleaf, mini- 
ſters, William Elliot, Eſq; ruling elder ; from the burgh 
of Selkirk, Richard Tod, Eſq; merchant, Leith ; _ 
the 
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che preſbytery of Annan, Mr Thomas Smith, Cumber- 
trees, Wr William-Hardie Moncrief at Annan, miniſters, 
sir William Maxwell, ruling elder ;- from the preſbytery 
of Langholm, Mr William Little at Weſterkirk, Mr John 
Laurie at Eſkdalemuir, miniſters, Mr James Saunders, 
clerk to the Signet, ruling. elder ; from the preſbytery 
of Lochmaben, Mr Alexander Brown at Moffat, Mr Ja- 
cob Dickſon-at Mouſewald, Mr Robert Little, Applegirth, 
miniſters, Mr William Gregan, Newmains, ruling elder; 
from the burgh of Lochmaben, Mr Archibald Douglas, wri- 
ter, Edinburgh; from the preſbytery of Penpont, Mr 
William Grierſon- at Glencairn, Mr James Wallace at 
Keir, miniſters, John Macmurdo, Eſq; ruling elder ; from 
| the burgh of Sanquhar, Profeſſor George Jardine ; from 
the preſbytery of Dumfries, Dr David Lamont at Kirkpa-- 
trick- Durham, Mr James Heron at Kirkgunzian, MrWilliam: 
Macmorrin at Carlaverock, miniſters, William Anderſon, . 
Eſq; ruling elder; from the burgh of Dumfries, Alexan- 
der Ferguſon, Eſq; from the preſbytery of Kirkcudbright, 
Mr Philip Morriſon at Balmaghie, Mr Thomas Halliday 
at Kelton, Mr Nathaniel Mackie at Balmaclellan, mini- 
ſters, Horatius Cannan, clerk to the Signet, ruling elder; 
from the preſbytery of Wigton, Mr John Dickſon at Kirk- 
owan, Mr John Stephen at Mochrum, miniſters, Mr James 
amieſon, ruling elder; from the burgh of Whithorn, 

John Buſhby, Eſq; from the preſbytery of Stranraer, Mr 
James Caddel, Newluce, Mr Henry Blain at Stonykirk, 
miniſters, Bailie Torrie, ruling elder ; from the preſbyte- 
ry of Ayr, Mr John Macdermid Ferguſhill, at Straton, 
Dr Andrew Mitchell at Monckton, Dr Patrick Woodrow, 
Tarbolton, Mr James Young, New Cumnock, Mr Thomas 
Miller at Old Cumnock, miniſters, Lord Prefident, John 
Hamilton, Eiq; ruling elders ; from the burgh of Ayr, 
George Ferguſon, Eſq; from the preſbytery of Irvine, Mr 
Thomas Briſbane, Dunlop, Mr William Boyd at Fen- 
wick, Mr Alexander Miller atKilmaurs, miniſters, Mr John 
Ruſſel, ruling elder; from the burgh of Irvine, the Hon. 
Patrick Boyle ; from the preſbytery of Paiſley, Mr John 
Monteith, ſenior, at Houſton, Mr John Monteith, jumor, at 
Nelſton, Mr Thomas Burns at: Inchinnan, .Mr John Finlay- 
of the High Church, Paiſley, miniſters, John Patieſon, Eſq; 
Mr Alexander Weir merchant, Paiſley, ruling elders ; from 
the preſbytery of Hamilton, Mr Patrick Maxwell, Eaſt 
Monkland, Dr Alexander Hutchiſon, Hamilton, Mr Ro- 
bert Clawſon, Dalziel, miniſters, Henry Stewart, Eſq; ru- 
ling elder ; from the preſbytery of Lanark, Mr. James 
pet > Gray 
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Gray, Lanark, Mr James Scot, Carluke, miniſters, Bailie 
William Telfer, ruling elder ; from the burgh of Lanark 
Alexander Wight, Eſq; advocate ; from the preſbytery of 
Glaſgow, Mr Alexander Dun at Calder, Mr John Telfer 
Kilſyth, Mr John Burns, Barony-Pariſh, Mr William Ander. 
ſon, Gorbals, miniſters, Mr John Tenant brewer, Glaſgow 
Mr Malcolm Macgilivray, Glaſgow, ruling elders; from 


the preſbytery of Dumbarton, Mr James Jeffrey at Balfron, 


Mr George Syme, New Kilpatrick, Mr Andrew Whyte at 


Kilmaronock, minifters, Lord Advocate, ruling elder; 


from the burgh of Dumbarton, Sir James Colquhoun, 
Baronet ; from the preſbytery of Dunoon, Mr Charles 
Stewart at Strachur, Mr John Mackinnoa at Kilmodan, 
miniſters, Robert Cullen, Eſq; ruling elder ; from the 
preſbytery of Kintyre, Mr Robert Thomſon at Killean, 
Mr George Robertſon, Campbelton, Mr Dugald Macdoy. 


gald at Gigha, miniſters, Archibald Macdonald, Eſq; ru- 


ling elder; from the burgh of Campbelton, William 
Campbell, Eſq; from the burgh of Inverary, Profeſſor 
Williamſon ; from the preſbytery of Lorn, Dr Joſeph 
Macintyre at Glenorchy, Mr John Macfarlane at Kilbran- 
dan, miniſters, Colonel Robert Campbell, ruling elder; 
{rom the preſbytery of Mull, Mr Archibald Macarthur at 
Kilninian, Mr Alexander Campbellat Ardnamurchan, mini- 
ſters, Allan Macdougal, Eſq; ruling elder; to be Commiſſion- 
ers of this General Aſſembly, to the effect after men- 
tioned; with power to the ſaid Commiſſioners, or their 

uorum, which is hereby declared to be any thirty-one 
of the ſaid Commiſſioners, whereof twenty-one are al- 
ways to be miniſters, to meet and convene within the 
Aſſembly-houſe at Edinburgh, the firſt day after the dil- 
ſolution of this Aſſembly, at ten of the clock in the 
forenoon ; and thereafter, the ſecond Wedneſday of Au- 
guſt, third Wedneſday of November, and the firſt Wed- 


neſday of March next to come, and oftener, when and 
where they ſhall think fit and convenient, with power to 


the ſaid Commiſſioners to chuſe their own Moderator : 


And likewiſe, the General Aſſembly fully empowers their 
ſaid Commiſſioners, or their quorum above mentioned, 


to cognoſce and finally determine, as they ſhall ſee caule, 


in every matter referred, or that ſhall be referred to 


them, by an a& or order of this Aſſembly ; and to do 


every thing.contained in, and conform to the inſtruc- 


tions given, or to be given by this Aſſembly; and to ad- 
vert to the intereſt of the Church on every occaſion, 


that the Church, and preſent eſtabliſhment thereof, ” 
I | | no 
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not ſuffer or ſuſtain any prejudice which they can pre- 
vent, as they will be anſwerable : Provided always, that 
this general clauſe be not extended to particular affairs 
or proceſſes before Synods or Preſbyteries, that are not 
of univerſal concern to, or influence upon the whole 
Church. And it is hereby appointed, that no private 
proceſſes be determined, except at the four ftated diets; _ 
and what ſhall be determined at one diet of the Commiſ- 
fon, with relation to private cauſes, ſhall be unalterable 
by any other diet thereof, and ſhall ſtand and continue 
in force till diſapproved of by the General Aſſembly. 
And the Aſſembly renews the inſtructions given by the 
General Aſſembly in the year one thouſand feven hun- 
dred and ſeventeen to their Commiſſion, and appoints 
the ſame to ſtand in full force as inſtructions to the Com- 
miſſioners before named, and to be obſerved by them in 
all points, as if the ſame were ſpecially here inſert ; and 
that they enquire into the publiſhing and ſpreading of 
books and pamphlets, tending towards the promoting of 
opinions of whatever kind, inconſiſtent with our Con- 
 feſſion of Faith; and that the recommenders of ſuch books 
or pamphlets, or the errors therein contained, whether 
by word, writ, or print, be called before the faid Com- 
miſſion, to anſwer for the fame. And further, the ſaid 
Commiſſion 1s hereby empowered to receive any referen- 
ces and appeals that ſhall: be made to them from Synods, 
in matters of doctrine, and ripen ſuch affairs for the next 
General Aſſembly ;, and to contribute what they can to 
the ſuppreſſing of vice and nnmorality, and give all need- 
ful advice and aſſiſtance to Synods and Preſbyteries, upon 
application to them for that end: Likewiſe, to take care 
that the impreſſions of the Holy Scriptures, the Confeſſion 
of Faith, and Catechiſms, and ſuch books as are authoriſed 
by this Church, relating to the doctrine, worſhip, diſci- 
pline and government thereof, be correct; and give di- 
rections about printing the ſame. And the Commiſſion- 
ers are appointed and empowered to keep a correſpon- 
dence with the Committee for Reformation of the High- 
lands and Iſlands, for ſuppreſſing Popery and ſuperſtition, 
and for promoting the knowledge of true religion, and 
carrying on a reformation in theſe parts, and give aſſiſt- 
ance and concurrence therein ; and, if need be, to ap- 
ply to the Government for a proper remedy and ſpeedy 
redreſs. And the ſaid Commiſſioners are hereby ſtrictly 
prohibited and diſcharged to meddle in any other mat- 
ters than what are committed and referred to them as 
| 5 | above 
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above mentioned: And, in all their actings, they are to 
receed according to the acts and conſtitution of this 
Church, and to do nothing contrary thereto, or to the 
prejudice of the ſame; declaring, that, in and for all 
their actings, they ſhall be accountable to, and cenſurable 
by the next General Aſſembly, as they ſhall fee cauſe. 
And the General Aſſembly appoints the ſaid Commiſſion. 
ers particularly to obſerve the acts of the General Aſſem. 
blies one thouſand ſeven hundred and twelve, and one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and nineteen, reſpecting the ap- 
plication of the public money; which two acts are print. 
ed among the acts of Aſſembly one thouſand ſeven hun. 
dred and fixty-one. And this Commiſſion 1s to continue 
and endure until another Commiſſion be appointed; and 
members are required to attend the diets of the ſaid 
Commiſſion ; and abſents therefrom are ordered to be no. 
ticed, according to the 17th act of the General Aſſembly 
held in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſix. 
And for the better ſecuring of a quorum, and attendance 
of members on the Commiſſion, the General Aſſembly 
prohibits the Preſbytery of Edinburgh, or any other Prei- 
bytery within twelve miles thereof, to meet on any of 
the days or weeks appointed for the meeting of this Com- 
miſſion ; and ſuch of the members of theſe Preſbyteries 
as are on the Commiſſion, are required, all of them to 
give attendance on the diets thereof ; and the Preſbyte- 
ries at a greater diſtance, who have four or more mem 
bers on the Commiſſion, are to take care, that at leaſt two 
of them attend each diet of the ſame : And the General 
Aſſembly appoint their Commiſſion, at their firſt meeting, 
to diſcuſs as many of the cauſes and queſtions relative to 
the ſettlement of vacant churches, which are or ſhall be 
referred to them by the Aſſembly, as they can overtake, 
And it is further provided, that when any Preſbytery or 
Synod of this Church ſhall decline to comply with the 
| ſentence of the Commiſſion, or to give the ſame a full ex- 
ecution, in that caſe the Commiſſion 1s hereby prohibited 
to execute the ſame, by appointing any ſuch correſpon- 
dent meeting, as has been ſome time the practice, but ſhall 
allow the ſame to lie over to the enſuing Aſſembly, to 
which ſuch Preſbyteries or Synods ſhall be anſwerable 
for ſuch their conduct, and are hereby appointed to ſend 
up with their Commiſſioners their reaſons for the ſame. 
And that in paſſing their ſentences, and in ordering the: | 
execution of the ſame, they ſtrictly obſerve the 12th act 
of the Aſſembly one thouſand feven hundred and thirty-ſix. 
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n 
Overture reſpecting the Ordination of 
Elders. | t 


3 Edinburgh, May 31. 1784. 

HERE A8, great irregularities have crept into the 
Church, with reſpect to the ordination of Elders, 
the General Aſſembly overtures, That it be enacted, 
That no Miniſter ſhould ſet apart any perſon to the of- 
fice of Elder in his congregation, who has not a fixed re- 
ſidence in the pariſh, or who is not an heritor in the pa- 
riſh; it being the true meaning and intent of this Qyer- 
ture, to prevent Elders being ordained in congregations 
who are in nowiſe connected with them: And it being 
underſtood, that any city or town, where there are more 
congregations than one, ſhall be held as one pariſh, fo far 
as reſpects the purpoſe of this Overture. N 


. 
1 
Overture reſpecting the Licenſing of 


Probationers. 


| Edinburgh, May 26. 1787. 
T HE General Aſſembly having taken under their ſe- 
; rious conſideration, the great danger to which the 
intereſts of religion and of this Church may be expoſed, 
by licenſing any to preach the goſpel, who are not duly 
qualified for that important truſt, do hereby enact, and 
ordain, that, in all time coming, the following regulations 
ſhall be ſtrictly obſerved : * 


I. It is hereby enacted, That no Student ſhall be enter- 
ed upon the roll of any Profeſſor of Divinity, unleſs he 
all produce to the ſaid Profeſſor, a Certificate from the 
"EE YE maminiſter 
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miniſter of the pariſh in which he has his uſual reg. 
dence ; or in his abſence, or during a vacancy in ſaid pa- 
riſh, from ſome neighbouring miniſter, bearing, that hig 

character is ſuitable to his views ; together with a diplo- 
ma of Maſter of Arts, or Certificates from the ſeveral 
Profeſſors of Philoſophy, under whom he hath ſtudied: 
from which it may be clearly aſcertained, that in ſome | 
Univerſity or Univerſities, he hath gone through a full 

courſe of Philoſophy, in ſome ſeſſions of College prece. 
ding that in which the Certificates are produced. | 


II. To afford the better ſecurity for the regular and 
exemplary conduct of Students in Divinity, it 1s hereby 
enacted, That upon the conclufion of that ſeſſion in 
which they were firſt inrolled by the Profeſſor, they ſhall, 
ſome time within fix kalendar months thereafter, int. 
mate to the Preſbyteries, in whoſe bounds they haye 
their reſpective places of reſidence, that they have com- 
menced Students in Divinity; and that, if any Student 
has occaſion to remove from the -bounds of one Preſby- 
tery to thoſe of another, he ſhall, within fix kalendar 
months after ſaid removal, intimate the fame to the Preſ. 
bytery in whoſe bounds he is to. have his new reſidence, 
and produce to them a Certificate of his character from 
that Preſbytery with whom he was laſt connected; or at 
leaſt a certificate of his moral character from the mini- 
ſter of the pariſh in which he reſided. ' And it is farther 
enacted, that the ſeveral Preſbyteries of this Church, 
ſhall keep exact liſts of ſuch Students of Divinity, as re- 
fide within their bounds, and watch over the conduct of 


the ſaid Students. 


III. The General Aſſembly do likewiſe hereby ordain, 
That all Students who have been inrolled by Profeſſors of 
Divinity, in the manner preſcribed by this act, ſhall con- 
tinue to proſecute the ſtudy of Divinity, for the term of 
fix years: Provided always, That if any Student hath gi- 
ven regular attendance in the Divinity Hall, during three 
ſeſſions, his courſe ſhall be conſidered as completed in 
four ſeſſions ; and that if he hath given regular atten- | 
dance in the Hall during two ſeſſions, his courſe ſhall be 
conſidered as completed in five ſeſſions. And the Aſſem- 
bly do farther ordain, that in each of theſe caſes, Stu- 
dents ſhall be inrolled by the Profeſſors during the ſeve- 
ral ſeſſions of their reſpective courſes, and deliver in 


the Divinity Hall, in the manner herein afterwards Ln 
; | , V * 


General Aſſembly, 1788. ; 27 


vided, an Exegefes in Latin on ſome controverted head 


in Divinity, a Homily in Engliſh, an Exerciſe and Addi- 


tion, a Lecture on ſome large portion of Scripture, and a 
Popular Sermon, together with ſuch other Exerciſes, as 
the Profeſſors ſhall think proper to preſcribe. It is like- 


wiſe hereby enacted, that, in each of theſe reſpective 


caſes, the courſe ſhall be computed from the commence- 
ment of that ſeſſion in which the Student was originally 


inrolled ; and that if a Student be propoſed to any 


Preſbytery for trials, during the currency of his fourth, 
fifth or ſixth ſeſſion, according to the ſpecial nature of 


his caſe, that ſeſſion ſhall be ſuſtained as one of his. 


courſe. 


IV. Profeſſors of Divinity are required to attend, as 
much as circumſtances may permit, to the conduct of 
ſuch Students as are under their care, and, as far as they 
find it practicable, to inſiſt, That every Student ſhall de- 


liver his firſt diſcourſe ſome time during his ſecond ſeſ- 


fion, at the lateſt, and the remainder of his diſcourſes at 
ſuch periods as may enable. him to deliver the whole of 
them before the end of January of the laſt ſeſſion of his 


V. When a Student is to be propoſed to any Preſbytery, 


in order to be taken upon trials, the Preſbytery ſhall be 


alone, and the motion for that purpoſe ſhall lie upon the 
table till their next ordinary meeting. In the mean 
time, the Preſbytery ſhall appoint the member by whom 
the Student has been propoſed, to lay before the ſaid 

meeting all the Certificates in favour of the Student, that 
are uſually required on ſuch occaſions ; to defire him to 
attend the ſame, and to inform him, that previouſly to- 
the meeting, he ought to wait on ſuch members of the 


Preſbytery, as have not formerly had an opportunity of 


converſing with him in private. 


VI. When the time appointed for conſidering the 


motion is arrived, the Preſbytery ſhall ſtrictly obſerve the 


following regulations: 


, The Preſbytery ſhall be alone, while they are em- 


ployed in diſcuſſing the ſeveral preliminaries reſpecting 
Students who are propoſed for trials. 


24, They ſhall require ſatisfying evidence, that every 


Student who is propoſed for that purpoſe, has completed 
the twenty-firſt year of his age. 0 | 


\ 
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34, No Student ſhall be admitted to trials unleſs he 
produces to the Preſbytery, a Certificate or Certificates 
from the Profeſſor or Profeſſors of Divinity, under 
whoſe tuition he hath ſtudied, bearing, that he hath pro. 
ſecuted his ſtudies, and delivered his diſcourſes in the 
manner preſcribed by this act; and that his conduct, ag 
far as conſiſts with the knowledge of the ſaid Profeſſor, 
or Profeſſors, has been in every reſpec ſuitable to his 
views in life. f 
4th, No Preſbytery ſhall receive any Student upon 
trials, unleſs they are ſatisfied that he is of good report; 
ſound in his principles ; pious, ſober, grave, and prudent 
in his behaviour, of a peaceable diſpoſition, . and well af. 
fected to the happy eſtabliſhment in this kingdom, both 
in Church and State, And, that the Preſbytery may 
proceed with all due caution, in a matter of ſuch pecy. 
liar importance, they ſhall not agree to the motion in be- 
half of the Student, unleſs he ſhall either have reſided 
fix kalendar months within their bounds, immediately 
previous to the date of their deliberations, or ſhall pro- 
duce a certificate of his being qualified, as is herein pro- 
vided, from the Preſbytery in whoſe bounds he hath had 
his uſual reſidence for that period. as 
5th, The Preſbytery ſhall not agree to the motion in 
| Favour of the Student, unleſs they are ſatisfied that he 
has made a competent degree of proficiency in thoſe ſe- 
veral branches of knowledge, which are neceſſary to en- 
able him to be an uſeful Preacher of the Goſpel. And the 
General Aſſembly ordain, that the Preſbytery, in order 
to procure full information in this reſpect, ſhall examine 


the Student, ſtrictly and privately, on his knowledge of 


the Greek-and Latin languages, and of Philoſophy and 
Theology. | 2 
6th, If, after theſe preliminary ſteps have been taken, 


the Preſbytery ſhall be of opinion, that the Student is 


E qualified in theſe ſeveral particulars, they ſhall re- 
cord this opinion in their minutes, and order their clerk 
to write letters to the ſeveral Preſbyteries within the 


bounds of the Provincial Synod, tue Falendar months a 


legſi before the meeting of the ſame, informing them of the 
Preſbytery's intention to take the Student upon public 
trials; and bearing, that the ſeveral certificates in his fa- 
your, which are required by this act, have been regular- 
ly laid before them. But it is hereby provided, That 
within the bounds of ſuch Synods as meet, only once a- 


year, a Student may be entitled to have theſe _ 
| 3 letters 
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letters written half a- year ſooner than would be otherwiſe 
competent. | k 


5 The General Aſſembly do likewiſe appoint Preſ- 


byteries to obſerve the ſeveral regulations which are pre- 
| ſcribed in the immediately preceding ſection of this act, 
before they recommend a Student as qualified to be taken 
upon public trials by any other Preſbytery, | | 


VIII. If a Student hath ſtudied, either in whole or in 
part, in Univerſities which are not within the bounds of 


this Church, he ſhall, when he is propoſed to any Preſby- 


tery for trials, be required to produce ſatisfying teſtimo- 
nials from the Profeſſors of Divinity in ſaid Univerſities ; 


and the time which theſe Profeſſors ſhall certify to have : 
been employed by him in ſtudying Divinity under their 


tuition, ſhall be computed in the ſame manner as if he 
had proſecuted his ftudies in any of the Univerſities with- 
in the bounds of this Church. But it is hereby provided, 
That no Student; in ſuch circumftances, ſhall be admit- 


ted, even to thoſe private trials which are appointed to be 


taken before the writing of the circular letters, ſooner 
than fix kalendar months after his arrival in Scotland. 


IX. The General Aſſembly ordain, That if a Preſby- 
tery propoſe to take a Student upon public trials, and 
have, with that view, written the circular letters, as is 
herein required, public intimation thereof ſhall be made 
at ſome diet of the next meeting of the Provincial Synod, 
which ſhall not be'the laſt diet thereof. And it is like- 
wile hereby ordained, That at ſome ſubſequent diet of the 
Synod, particular enquiry ſhall be made, whether any of 


the members of the Court has any objection to offer 


againſt the Student being entered upon public trials. 


X. If the Synod ſhall allow the: Student to be taken 


Upon public trials, the Preſbytery ſhall proceed therein. 
with all convenient ſpeed ;: and the Aſſembly: appoint the 


following trials to be taken: of: the Student, and in the 
order herein mentioned: 1/4, Catechetic. trials on Divini- 


ty, Chronology, and Church Hiſtory; 2d, A trial on the 


Hebrew and Greek languages; 3d, An Exegeſis in Latin, 
on ſome controyerted head in Divinity, with the defence 


of the Theſis ;, 426, A Homily. in Engliſn; 52h; An Ex- 


erciſe and Addition; 6th, A: Lecture on ſome large por- 


tion of Scripture; 7th, A popular Sermon; it: being un- 


=. derſtood, 
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derſtood, that if the Preſbytery ſee cauſe, they may ex2. 
mine the Student upon the ſubject of theſe ſeveral dit. 
courſes. | 5 


XI. The Student having gone through the ſeveral trials 
which are mentioned in the immediately preceding ſee. 
tion of this act, the Preſbytery are ordained to proceed 
in the following order: LD | 

1, They ſhall deliberately and ſeriouſly take a con- 
junct view of the whole trials; and if they ſhall be of 
opinion, that the Student is not properly qualified to per. 
form the duties incumbent on a Preacher of the Gqſpe] 
they ſhall by no means grant him a licence in his preſent 
circumſtances. | 8 7 

2d, If, upon this review of the trials, the Preſbytery 
are fully ſatisfied therewith, they ſhall record this opi- 
nion in their minutes. | 70 | 

34, The Preſbytery ſhall then propoſe to the Student 
the queſtions which are appointed to be put to all who 
paſs trials, by Act To. Aſſemb. 1711, and require him to 
ſubſcribe the Formula, which is preſcribed by the ſaid 
act. And the General Aſſembly ſtrictly prohibit all Preſ. 
byteries from licenſing any Student to preach. the Goſpel, 

who ſhall not give explicit and ſatisfying anſwers to theſe 

queſtions, and ſubſcribe the ſaid Formula. | 
445, The Preſbytery ſhall order the act 
againſt Simoniacal practices, to be read to the Student in 
their preſence. | 

Laftly, The Preſbytery ſhall appoint their Moderator to 
licenſe the Student to preach the Goſpel, and order their 
Clerk to furniſh him with an extract of his licence, agree- 
able to the form thereof, which is preſcribed by the laws 
of this Church. | 


XII. For the better obſervance of this Act, the Gene- 

ral Aſſembly ordain, 1½, That it ſhall be printed among 
their other printed acts ; 2d, That it ſhall be printed by 
itſelf, in ſome convenient form; 34, That a copy of this 
ſeparate edition ſhall be tranſmitted to each Profeſſor of 
Divinity in the Univerſities of Scotland; and that the 
ſaid Profeſſors ſhall read the ſame in their reſpective halls, 
once at leaſt during every ſeſſion, and at ſuch times as 
they have reaſon to expect the attendance of the greateſt 
number of Students for that ſeſſion ; 4th, That a copy 
of the ſame edition ſhall likewiſe be tranſmitted to the 
Clerks of each Synod and Preſbytery within the — 


General Aſſembly, 1788. . 
of this Church; and that the ſaid Clerks ſhall keep the 


ſame along with their minutes, and bring it up to each 
meeting of their reſpective Courts, for the uſe of the 
members; and, /aftly, That when any Preſbytery ſhall 
ive a Probationer, an extract of his licence, they ſhall 
ſubjoin to the form, which. is already requiſite on that 
occaſion, the following words: And the Preſbytery do 
« hereby certify, That, in granting this licence, the Act 
« of Aſſembly | reſpecting the licenſing of Pro- 
« bationers, has been ſtrictly obſerved.” 


%% , ,,,, ,,,, ,, , % % , % %, % , 


* 
act concerning the Atteſtation of Kirk- 
ſeſſions to Commiſſions from Burghs. 


It was overtured to the General Aſſembly, that for remo- 
ving certain difficulties in the mode of atteſting com- 
miſſions from certain burghs, the Aſſembly thould: paſs 
an act to the following purport : 


HEREAS, by Act 9. of Afemb. 1718, and Act 4. 

of Aſſemb. 1720, it is ordained and required, That 

commiſſions from royal Boroughs, to their repreſentatives 

in the General Aſſembly, ſhall be atteſted by the Kirk- 
ſeſſions of the electing Boroughs. reſpectively : 

The Aſſembly, conſidering that in certain of the great- 
er boroughs within the bounds of this Church, there are 
ſeveral pariſhes, and different Kirk-ſeſſions within the roy- 
alty ; and that, in theſe caſes, there has been hitherto no 
legal enactment to direct the mode in which the ſeſſional 
atteſtations are to be adhibited to commiſſions from ſuch 
boroughs to their repreſentatives in the General Aſſembly : 

| To remove any doubts which may ariſe in ſuch ſitua- 
tions, the Aſſembly hereby appoints and declares, That the 
atteftation of any one Kirk-ſeſſion within the electing 
Borough ſhall be held as competent and ſufficient to all 
the purpoſes for which Seſſional atteſtations are required. 
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Ad appointing : a National Thankſpiving 
in Commemoration of the Revolution 
in 1688. 


Edinburgh, May 29. 1788. 

HE General Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, 
recollecting, with gratitude to Almighty God, . 
happy and glorious Event, that in the year 1688 (of Which 
the preſent year is the Seen Anniverſary) delivered the 
Nation from Civil and Religious Oppreſſion, ſet proper 
bounds to the Royal Prerogative, ſecured the Liberties 
and juſt Rights of the People, and confirmed to this Na- 
9 Church all the Religious Rights and Privileges 
which ſhe now enjoys under the IIluſtrious Houſe of Hax- 
ovER. And being fully convinced, that the Principles 
of the Revolution Settlement are the only foundation on 
which the Security of the Throne, and the Happineſs of 
the Subjects can be permanently eſtabliſhed, they think 
themſelves called upon by their duty to God and to their 
Country, to embrace every proper opportunity of recalling 
to the ſerious and grateful recollection of the People 
committed to their charge, this ſpecial interpoſitiou of 


Divine Providence in their favour, of impreſſing on their 


minds a lively Senſe of the Value of the Civil and Reli- 
gious Liberties thereby attained, and' of exhorting them 
by every conſtitutional means, to preſerve and tranſinit 
them inviolate to the lateſt Poſterity. And confi dering 
thar the bleſſings enjoyed by the People of this free and 
happy Country, in conſequence of the Revolution, do far 
exceed the meaſure of Givil and Religious Advantages, 
which the Providence of God hath 'allotted to any other 
Nation : Therefore the General Aſſembly did, and hereby 
by do appoint the” fifth day of November this year, to be 

obſerved; within the bounds of this National' Church, as 
a Day of Solemn Thankſgiving to Almighty God for the 
Enjoyment of thoſe ineſtimable Bleſſings 155 a Century 
paſt, and of earneſt Supplication for their Continuance to 


the lateſt Generations And the e enjoins all. 
es STT 93 ve” 7 5052 "Miniſters 
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Miniſters to intimate this Act from their Pulpits upon the 


November this year, and to accompany the Intimation 
with ſuitable Exhortations.. - 
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X.. 2 
Act appointing the Diet of the next 
General Aſſembly. 1 


HE next General Aſſembly of this National Church 
is appointed to be held within the New Church Ayle 


of Edinburgh, on Thurſday the 21ſt day of May, in the 


year 1789. | e 
Collected and extracted from the Records of the General 
Aſemöly, 5 | 
| JOHN DRYSDALE, CI. Eccl. Scot. 


vil - HR LA. 


Lord's Day immediately preceding the faid fifth day of 


a 


TABLE of the Printed AcTs of the 
General Aſſembly, held in the Year 
1788. 


Bk Page, 
* T HE * Commiſſion to David Earl of Leven : 
| produced, and ordered to be recorded, a 3 


II. The King s moſt gracious Letter to the General Aſſem. 
bly, preſented to them by his Majeſty's 2 woner, 5 


III. We General Aſſembly's Anus to the Ki 3 * gra- 


CLOUS Letter, 


oy 
IV. An Addreſs by the General Aſſembly to his Majefly, 8 
V. Commaſſion to fore Minifters and Ruling Elders, for 


the Reformation of the Highlands and Iflands of Scot- 
land, and for * his Wers D — Bounty 


for that _ 10 

VI. Commiſſion to ſome Minifers and Ruling Elders . 
diſcuſſing affairs referred to them, | = 16 
VII. Overture reſbecting the Ordination of Elders, 2 5 


VIII. Overture reſpectiug the licenſing of . ib. 


IX. Act concerning the Attęſtation of Kirkſe * ons to Con- 
miſſions from Burghs, FO 31 


NX. Act appointing a National Thankſgiving i in Commenora- 
tion of the Revolution in 1688, 1 * 


XI. Act appointing the Diet of the next General Aſſembly, 33 
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which are not printed at full length. 


May 22. 1788. Sefſ. 1h. 


ders convened in the Aſſembly-houſe, in the uſual man- 
Reverend Dr Archibald Davidſon, Principal of the Col- 


he, at the Aſſembly's-defire, took the chair. | 
The General Aſſembly being thus conſtituted, the King's 
Commiſſion to the Right Honourable David Earl of 


read with all due honour and reſpec, and ordered to 
be recorded. a x . 

The King's moſt gracious Letter to this Aſſembly, was 
alſo read with all due honour and reſpect, and ordered 
to be recorded. = 


alſo delivered to the Aſſembly, and ordered to be re- 
corded. 


the Moderator's ſpeech in return thereto. 

A Letter from Mr William Robertſon, advocate, Procu- 
rator for the Church, apologizing for his not attend- 
ing his duty in the Aſſembly, on account of his bad 
ſtate of health, was given in, and read, and his excuſe 
ſuſtained. | 

A Committee named for anſwering the King's moſt gra- 

cious Letter. | f | 

A Committee named for reviſing the commiſſions to the 
members of this Aſſembly, cenſuring abſents from the 
diets thereof, naming Miniſters to preach before his 


of Probationers in the ſeveral Preſbyteries, in order to 
their being recorded. | 


* 
. o 
[ 
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Acrixds and PROCEEDINGS of the General Aſſembly 
of the Church of Scotland, held in the year 1788, 


A Fres ſermon by the Reverend Mr Robert Liſton, mi- 
| F\ niſter of the Goſpel at Aberdour, Moderator of the 
juaſt General Aſſembly, the Miniſters and Ruling El- 
ner, and, after prayer by the ſaid Mr Robert Liſton, thge 


lege of Glaſgow, being unanimoufly choſen Moderator, 


Leven, to repreſent His Majeſty's Royal Perſon, was 


His Majeſty's Royal warrant for L. 1000 Sterling, was 


The Commiſſioner's ſpeech at opening the Aſſembly, and 


Grace the King's Commiſſioner, and receiving in Liſts - 


K A 


AI BRT DOME VZ. 188. 


A Committee for overtures named. . 
A Committee for bills, references, and appeals, name. 
Adjourmennt. | = 


May 23. 1788. 5. 2 
Sederunt. 3 of 24 
New commiſſions produced. | 
A diet ſpent in Prayer. | 
The Act 7. of Aſſembly 1718, for the better diſpatch of 
the buſineſs of the Aſſembly, read, and the obſervation 
thereof enjoined. = | . 
Mr Andrew Dalzel, Profeſſor of Greek. in the univerſi 
of Edinburgh, vnanimouſly appointed aſliſtant-clerk : 
Dr John Dryſdale, principal clerk of the Aſſembly, qu. 
ring all the diets of this Aſſembly, and the commiſ 
ſions thereof, on account of the ſaid Dr Dryſdale's in- 
firm ſtate of health. ; 

Miniſters named to preach before his Grace the King 
HighCommiſſioner. 
The Committee for overtures and bills, appointed to meet 
this evening at ſeven o'clock, in the uſual places. 
Adjournment. „ 


| May 24. 1788. S/. 34. 
Sederunt. ; 
New commiſſions produced. Df ö 
The Report of the Committee for reviſing commiſſions 

having paſſed the Committee for overtures, was called 
for, read, and conſidered by the Aſſembly. 
It was objected to the commiſſion from the Preſbytery of 
Lauder, That © the Preſbytery cannot atteſt, that the 
« ruling. elder, Mr Scott, junior of Harden, has yet ſigu- 
* ed the formula, he being now in London,” The 
Aſſembly approved of the report of the Committee for 
overtures, viz. That it is competent for Mr Scott to 
purge the objection at the bar, on his appearance in the 
Aſſembly. | TIRE 

The commiſſion from the Preſbytery of Sky rejected, 
becauſe it wants the atteſtation altogether, and the 
«AO names ordered to be expunged from the 
roll. | 1 VVV 

It was objected to the commiſſion from the burgh of [r- 

vine, That the reſolution to elect was upon the 29th 
* of March, and the day of election on the 8th of 
“ April.” The Aſſembly, without a vote, [repelled the 
objection, and ſuſtained the commiſſion. , 
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It was objected to the commiſſions from the burghs 
of Inverary and Sanquhar, That the atteſtation of 
the kirk- ſeſſion of both, wants the words attefted by.“ 

The Aſſembly repelled the objections, and ſuſtained 
' the commiſſions, 

The draught of an Anſwer to the King's moſt gracious 
Letter to this Aſſembly, being brought in, a motion was 
made and ſeconded, That certain words ſhould ſtand 
part of the Anſwer ; and the following ſtate of a vote 
was agreed to, Adopt or Not; it being underſtood, if 

it carried Adept, that the propgfed words ſhould ſtand | 
part of the Anſwer ; and if it carried Not, that they 
ſhould be rejected; and the roll being called, and 
votes marked, it carried by a great majority, Not. The 
Aſſembly, therefore, rejected the above motion, and 
approved of the original Anſwer, which his Grace 
the Commiſſioner, at the Aſſembly's requeſt, undertook 
to tranſmit to His Majeſty. | 

The roll of cauſes tranſmitted by the Committee for bills | 

called for, produced, and read over. | 

The whole of the proof in the cauſe of Dalton, ordered 
to be printed ; and the time for other cauſes fixed. 

A Committee named to reviſe the regiſter of the actings 
and proceedings of the Commiſſion of the laſt General 
Aſſembly, and to collect any overtures made by the 
laſt Commiſſion to this General Aſſembly, ec. 

A Committee named to reviſe the regiſter of the actings 
and proceedings of the Committee named by laſt Aſ- 
ſembly, for managing the Royal Bounty for the refor- 
mation of the Highlands and Iſlands. 5 

A Committee named to audit and reviſe the accounts of 
the Procurator and Agent for the Church, conſider the 
ſtate of the Church's public money, and prepare over- 
rures about the ſame, 

The Committee for overtures appointed to meet this even- 
ing at ſeven o'clock, and empowered to receive in 
from the ſeveral members, any inſtructions given to 
them by the reſpective Synods or Preſbyteries, claſs the 
matters therein contained, and prepare overtures there- 
on to the Aſſembly ; and fo receive in and conſider 
any accounts that ſhall be given them of the ſtate of 
the Church in the North Highlands, particularly, con- 
cerning the growth of Popery and ſuperſtition, and 
Prepare overtures for preventing and ſuppreſſing thereof 

Committee for bills appointed to meet this evening. 

Adjournment. 

May 
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May 26. 1788. Seſſ. 4th. 


Sederunt. 

New Commiſſions produced. | 

The Committee for reviſing Commiſſions appointed to 

meet this evening. 
The report of the Committee for overtures called for, 
given in, and read. 

Agreed to conſider the overtures in the following order, 
viz. To-morrow, 1//, The overture from the Synod of 
Merſe and Teviotdale, reſpecting the ſuppreſſion and 
annexation of bengfices: 24, The overtures anent the 
taxes upon the clergy ; and, 3dly, The overtures re. 
ſpecting the ſale of patronages during a vacancy. And 
to conſider on Wedneſday, ½, The overtures concern- 
ing the commemoration of the Revolution; and, 240 ly, 

Fo The overtures relative to the Slave-trade. 

The report of the Committee for bills called for, given in, 
and read, and all petitions relating to the public mo- 
ney, referred to the Committee on public accounts. 

A Committee named to reviſe the Synod-book of Glenelg, 

None of the other Synod-books brought up to this Aſſem- 
bly. Reſolved, that the reaſons thereof be enquired into, 

The deliverance of laſt General Aſſembly, reſpecting the 
glebe of Strichen, and the report and opinion by the 
Procurator on that affair, in conſequence of the ſteps that 
had been taken ſince laſt Aſſembly, being read, the 
Aſſembly unanimouſly agreed to adopt the ſaid opinion, 
and therefore remitted the above affair to the Procura- 
tor and Agent for the Church, anthorifing them, in the 

name and by the authority of the General Aſſembly, 
and at the public expence of the Church, to take ſuch 
ſteps as may be neceſſary to ſet the ſaid excambion aſide. 
Ihe reference from the Synod, and from the Preſbytery 
of Aberdeen, concerning the number of elders the 
Kirk-ſeffion of Aberdeen is entitled to be repreſented 
by, in the Synod and Preſbytery, being read, and con- 
4 ſidered, the Aſſembly, without debate, unanimouſly 
„found, That the Kirk-ſeſſion of Aberdeen have no right 
48 ſend more than one elder to repreſent them, either 
in the Preſbytery or Synod of Aberdeen. 

The Committee for overtures and bills appointed to meet 
this evening. FEM 
Adjournment. 
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: May 27. 1788. Seſſ. 5th. 
Sederunt. 5 | | | | ht | 
Report of the Committee for overtures, read and appro- 
yed. wy 8 1 7 
Report of the Committee for bills called for, given in, 
and rea. EE, 8 a 
A motion was made to addreſs His Majeſty on the im- 
rtant events of laſt year, Fc. The confideration - 
whereof delayed till after the diſcuſſion of the buſineſs 
appointed for to-morrow, . -_ FE 
The overture from the Synod of. Merſe and Teviotdale, 
reſpecting the ſuppreſſion and annexation of benefices, 
remitted to the Procurator for his opinion. g | 
The overtures from the Synod of Dumfries, from the 
Preſbytery of Biggar, and from Mr Sutherland at Wick, 
anent the taxes upon the Clergy, referred to a Commit- 
tee, to meet to-morrow at ten o'clock, and to give in 
their report to the Aſſembly on Friday next. 
The conſideration of the overtures anent the ſale of pa- 
tronage, delayed till to-morrow. LE 
The Committee on public accounts, and the Committees. 
for reviſing the Commiſſion- record, and the Royal Boun- 
ty record, appointed to meet to-morrow morning. | 
Agreed to take up Dr Bryden's cauſe on Thurſday, and 
Mr Liddel's, as the firſt private cauſe thereafter. 
The Committee named by laſt Aſſembly, on the overtures 
anent the ſale of patronage during a vacancy, appointed 
to mett to-morrow morning. | 
Adjournment. _ wn, | 
; | F 
'$ May 28. 1788. Se. 6th. + 
Sederunt. . „ 
The Procurator and Agent's. accounts, Cc. with the report 
of the Committee thereon produced, and ordered to lie 
on the table. e AT 10, EONS | 
The Aſſembly proceeded to deliberate on the overtures 
from the Synod of Glaſgow and Ayr, and from the Sy- 
nod of Galloway, anent the ſale of patronage during a 
_ vacancy ; and agreed, that it is at preſent unneceſſary 
to enter into the farther conſideration of them. At 
the ſame time, the Aſſembly repeated that ſtrong diſap- 
probation which the laſt Aſſembly expreſſed of Simo- 
niacal practices, and declare their firm reſolution to 
exerciſe the powers with which the Conſtitution hath 
inveſted them, in preſerving the purity of the members 
of this Church ; W the overtures accordingly. 
TW | The 
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The Aſſembly proceeded to conſider the overtures from 
the Synods of Galloway, Glaſgow and Ayr, Lothian 
and Tweeddale, Fife, Angus and Mearns, and from the 
Preſbytery of Dundee, for commemorating the Revolu. 
tion in 1688, Unanimouſly approved of the overture, 
and appointed a Committee to draw up an Act of Al. 
ſembly to that effect, to be laid before the Houſe to. 
morrow. 

The overtures from the Synods of Lothian and Tweed. 
dale, Merſe and Teviotdale, and Angus and Mearns, re. 
lating to the Slave-trade, read and conſidered. After 
long reaſoning, a motion was made and ſeconded 
« That the General Aſſembly having conſidered the 
te above overtures, approve of the ſpirit thereof, and 
© think themſelves called upon, as men, as Chriſtians 
« and as members of this National Church, to declare + 
© their abhorrence of a traffic ſo contrary to the 
„rights of mankind, and the feelings of humanity, and 
ee their earneſt wiſh, that the wiſdom and mercy of the 
« Legiſlature may be ſpeedily exerted for the relief of 
„% that unhappy portion of their fellow- creatures“ 
Another motion was made and ſeconded, That the AL. 
ſembly ſhould petition the Honourable Houſe of Com. 
mons upon the ſubject of the Slave-trade. The Houſe, 
after farther reaſoning, unanimouſly adopted the firf 
motion; and with reſpect to the laſt, the following 
ſtate of a vote was put, Petition or Not; and the roll 
being called, and votes marked, it carried Net ; there- 
fore the Aſſembly refuſed to petition the Houſe of 
Commons on the above ſubject. 

The Aſſembly having reſumed the confideration of the 
motion of yeſterday for an addreſs to His Majeſty, re- 
mitted the ſame to the Committee appointed to draw 
the Act for the thankſgiving in commemoration of the 
Revolution in 1688, to prepare ſaid addreſs, and to lay 
the ſame before the Houſe as ſoon as poſſible. 

The Aſſembly agreed to reſolve themſelves into a Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe, to conſider the cauſe of 
Dalton, to meet next day at eleven o'clock. 

Agreed to take up the overture about the atteſtation to 

commiſſions from burghs on Saturday. 

The Committee for bills to meet this evening, and the 
Committee on new applications, to-morrow. 


Adjournment. 


My 
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May 29. 1788. Se. 7th. 

Sederunt. ; x f 

The report of the Committee for bills called for, given 
in and read. | | 

The report of the Committee of the whole Houſe, in the 
cauſe at the inſtance of Robert Henderſon of Cleugh- 

heads, and others, heritors, elders, and heads of fami- 
lies in the pariſh of Dalton, againſt Dr William Bry- 
den, miniſter of that pariſh, called for, given in and 
read. The General Aſſembly approved of the report, 
finding, That the firſt and third articles of the libel 
are not proven: That the ſecond and fifth articles have 
been abandoned by the proſecutors, as conſcious that 
they are unable to adduce the ſhadow of proof in ſup- 
port of them: That it is not proven, under the fourth 
article, that Dr Bryden is an habitual curſer and ſwear- 
er; and therefore the Aſſembly aſſoilzied the ſaid Dr 
Bryden from all thoſe articles of the libel: But, in re- 
gard it appeared in proof, and is acknowledged by Dr 

Bryden in his defences, that he has, upon ſeveral occa- 
ſions, in the heat of paſſion, uttered expreſſions irreve- 
rent towards Almighty God, and unbecoming the cha- 
racer of a clergyman, the Aſſembly appointed the Mo- 
derator to give a ſharp rebuke to Dr Bryden from the 
chair, for having taken the name of God in vain, and 
earneſtly to admoniſh him to guard againſt all ſuch ex- 
preſſions in time to come. This judgment intimated 
to the parties at the bar, and Dr Bryden rebuked and 
admoniſhed by the Moderator accordingly. 

The report of the Committee appointed to prepare an act 
for a National Thankſgiving, in commemoration of the 
Revolution in 1688, given in, read and approved of, 
(Vide printed Acts); and the Agent for the Church 
authoriſed to cauſe ro00 copies of the act to be print- 
ed, and to tranſmit a copy thereof to every pariſh with- 
in the bounds of this Church, betwixt and the firſt of 
September neekk. | I 

The draught of an addreſs to his Majeſty, on the import- 
ant events of laſt year, which prevented our being in- 
volved in war, and on the glorious Revolution in the 
year 1688, brought in and approved ; and his Grace 
the Commiſſioner undertook to tranſmit the ſame to his 
Majeſty. 

The Committee for overtures appointed to meet to-mor- 


row at half paſt ten o'clock. 
Adjournment. L 
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May 30. 1788. Se 8th, 


Sederuynt. _ * þ | 
The report of the Committee for overtures, on the re. 


turns to overtures tranſmitted by laſt Aſſembly, given 
in and read, and ordered to lie on the table till next 


day. 


The opinion by the Procurator on the overture from the 


Synod of Merſe and Teviotdale, anent ſuppreſſion and 
annexation of benefices, given in and read. The Af. 
ſembly, after reatoning, agreed to adopt the ſaid opi- 
nion; therefore diſmiſſed the overture, as propofing a 
remedy which is incompetent, and as unneceſſary; he. 


cauſe the General Aſlembly are confident, that all the 


Preſbyteries of this Church, when they are ſummoned 


as parties in any proceſs of annexation or ſuppreſſion, 


will attend carefully to the intereſts of religion within 
their bounds, and to the circumſtances of the caſe, be. 


fore they expreſs their conſent. 


The report of the Committee appointed to confider the 
overtures reſpecting the taxes on horſes, and other taxes, 


＋ 


A 


given in and read. The Aſſembly approved of the ſaid 
report; and agreeable thereto, appointed a ſtanding 
Committee to watch over the intereſts of the Clergy in 
that matter, and to take what ſteps they may think 
proper for obtaining relief. | 
he report of the Truſtees of the fund eſtabliſhed by act 
of Parliament, for a proviſion to Miniſter's widows, 
Sc. containing an account of their proceedings ſince 
laſt General Aſſembly, and a ſtate of the fund under 
their management, given in, and ordered to lie on the 
table till a future diet: And upon a motion, the thanks 
of the Houſe were given from the Chair to Sir Henry 
Moncrieff-Welwood, for his fidelity, attention, and pru- 
dence in the management of the fund. 
n appeal, tranſmitted to the Aſſembly at the inſtance of 
Mr Francis Liddell, miniſter of the goſpel at Orphir, 
from two interlocutors of the Synod of Orkney, the 
laſt whereof was a reſolution to ſuſpend the appellant 
ne die, on account of alleged falſehood, prevarication, 
and inſult to their Judicatory ; the Aſſembly, in re- 
ſpect of the irregularity of the procedure of the Synod 
of Orkney, reverſed the reſolution of Auguſt 1757, 
and found, that there is no evidence before this Aſſem- 
bly, of Mr Liddell's having been guilty of falſehood and 
prevarication ; but, in reſpect that Mr Liddell, at the 


bar of the Aſſembly, has thrown out unſubſtantiated 
| | IL charges 


Lo 
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charges of crimes againſt miniſters in the Synod of 
Orkney, and, upon various other occaſions, (as appears 
from the papers on the table, and as admitted by him- 
ſelf), has thrown out the like unſubſtantiated charges 
of crimes againſt a particular miniſter in ſaid Synod, 
tending to injure his moral character, and to deſtroy 
his uſefulneſs, the Aſſembly declared their high diſ- 
pleaſure at ſuch aſperſions, and ordained the Modera- 
tor to rebuke the ſaid Mr Liddell at the bar for the 
ſame ; and appointed extracts of this ſentence to be 
tranſmitted to the Preſbyteries of Cairſton and Kirk- 
wall, and to the Synod of Orkney ; and appoint them 
to record the ſaid extracts in their reſpective books. 
The above judgment intimated to the parties, and Mr 
Liddell rebuked by the Moderator accordingly. 

Agreed to take up the cauſe of Patrick Macgeorge in Bra- 

co next day. | 

Appointed the Committees for reviſing the Commiſſion- 
record, and the Royal Bounty record, to be ready to 
give in their reports next day. 

Adjournment. 


May 31. 1788. Se. gib. 
Sederunt. | 
Act approving of the account of Mr William Robertſon, 
Advocate, Procurator for the Church, and exonering 
and diſcharging him and his cautioners of the ſum of 
L. 503: 8: o Sterling, diſburſed by him, and appoint- 
ing, that he debit himſelf in his next account with 
the ſum of L.3: 7: 152 Sterling, being the balance 
in his hand. | | 
Act approving of the account of Mr George Cairncroſs, 
Agent for the Church, and exonering and diſcharging 
him of the ſum of L. 195 : 12: 105 Sterling, diſburſed 
by him, and appointing that he debit himſelf in his 
next account with the ſum of L. 10: 12 : 14 Sterling, 
- being the balance in his hands. a 
Act approving of the account of Mr James Dickſon, Prin 

ter to the Church, and payment ordered. | 
Act approving of the account of Mr Elphingſton Balfour, 
Stationer for the Church, and payment ordered. 

Act approving of the account of Mr William Murray, 
Clerk appointed by the Committee on the Form of Pro- 
cels, and payment ordered. 
The report of the Committee named to conſider the ap- 
plications for ſhares of. the public money, together 
with the opinion of the Procurator and Committee 
thereon, given in, and read. | 

| M The 


ABRIDGMENT. 17988. 


The deſire of the petition for Mr Robert Gun, Miniſter 
of Latheron, refuſed. | * 

The proceſs of ſuſpenſion depending before the Court of 
Seſſion, between Mr Andrew Brown, miniſter of Falk 
land, and his Heritors, reſpecting his manſe, offices, 
and glebe, remitted to the Procurator and Agent for 
the Church, to be carried on at the public expence. 

The petition for Mr Robert Thomſon, Miniſter of Kil 
lean, ordered to lie on the table, on account of the 
preſent ſituation of the funds; but the Aſſembl 
recommends the petitioner to future Aſſemblies "4 

rant him ſuch aid from time to time, as the funds of 
the Church will permit, until he be completely reim- 
burſed. 1 8 . 

The caſe of Mr Alexander Stronach, Miniſter of Loch. 
broom, remitted to the Procurator and Agent for the 
Church, to give their aid to the Miniſter. in reſiſting 

any encroachment that may be made upon his glebe. 

The petition for the Synod of Merſe and Teviotdale, and 
Preſbytery of Kelſo, refuſed. | 

The Procurator authoriſed to pay Dr Brown, Miniſter of 
Newhills, the ſum of L. 3o Sterling, after the debts al- 
ready on the fund are paid. 

The report of the Viſitors of the Commiſſion-book given 
in, and read, and the Commiſſion's conduct approven 
of, and their book ordered to be atteſted. 

The report of the Committee for naming the members of 
the Commiſſion, and preparing inſtructions: to them, 
given in, and approven of. The Aſſembly added thereto, 
Dr William Taylor, one of the Miniſters of Glaſgow, in 
place of the Moderator, and alſo added all thoſe whoſe 

9 had been rejected on account of informa- 
ity. | | Doris 

The report of the Viſitors of the Royal Bounty Regiſter, 
given in, and read. The conduct of the Managers ap- 
proved of, and their book ordered to be atteſted. 

A Committee named for managing the Royal Bounty this 
year, with a Commiſſion, and inſtructions to them. 

The Sy nod-book of Glenelg ordered to be atteſted. 

The Committee on the Scheme for erecting new Pariſhes 
in the Highlands and Iſlands renewed, with the former 
powers. | 55 | 7 

The Committee on the Enzie fund renewed with the for- 
mer powers, with additions to the Committee. 

The Committee on the Form of Proceſs renewed with 
the former powers, | 
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The Overture anent atteftations of Commiſſions from 
Burghs, to their Repreſentatives to the General Aſſem- 

| bly, conſidered ; and after reaſoning, the ſtate of a 
vote was put, Approve or Diſmiſs ; and the roll being 
called, and votes marked, it carried Approve: The 
Aſſembly therefore approved of the overture, and or- 
dained the ſame to be enacted accordingly. (Yide 
Printed Acts.) Againſt which feveral members diſ- 

ſented, and others who might adhere, were allowed to 
enter their diflents on Monday. 

An appeal at the inſtance of Patrick Macgeorge in Braco, 
from a fentence of the Synod of Dumfries, of date the 
17th October laſt, heard. The Aſſembly, without de- 
bate, unanimouſly reverſed the ſentence of the Synod, 
found the exculpation relevant, and remitted to the 
Synod to allow a proof thereof. 


Adjournment. 


| June 2. 1788. S ult. 

Sederunt. | | 

A new Commiſſion produced, read, and ſuſtained. 

Some members joined in the diſſent from the deciſion of 
Saturday, on the overture anent atteſtations to Com- 
miſſions from Burghs. The reaſons of diſſent were gi- 
ven in, read, and ordered to lie in retentis. 

Upon a motion, the Aﬀembly reſumed the conſideration 
of the petition of Mr Robert Gun, miniſter of Lathe- 

ron; and the deliverance of laſt Aſſembly upon the pe- 

tition of Mr William Mitchell, miniſter of Tingwall, 
being read, the Aſſembly remitted to the Procurator 
and Agent for the Church, to take ſuch ſteps in the 
proceſs of augmentation at the inſtance of Mr Gun a- 
gainſt his heritors, or in any other proceſs of augmen- 
tation, reſting upon grounds fimilar to thoſe. of Lathe- 
ron and Tingwall, as may appear to them neceſſary and 
expedient for bringing the ſaid proceſſes to a final iſſue. 

The overture concerning the licenſing of Probationers, 
ordered to be retranſmitted, with the addition of the 
following words, in Paragraph 6th, ſect. 6th of the 

ſame, to be inſerted after the words, © Provincial Sy- 

nod,“ via. Two talendar months at leaſt before the 
meeting of the ſame.” And the Aſſembly renewed the 
order on Preſbyteries to ſend up their returns to next 

__ Aflembly. (ide Printed Acts). GE „ 

The overture concerning ordination of elders, alſo order- 
ed to be retranſmitted. (Vide Printed Acts). 

| The 
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The overture from the Synod of Merſe and Teviotdale, 
anent Preachers or Miniſters out of the bounds of this 
Church, diſmiſſed in hoc ſtatu. | 

A memorial and petition for the miniſter and elders of the 
Preſbyterian congregation of the City of St John in the 


province of New Brunſwick, read. The Aſſembly ha. 


ving conſidered ſaid petition, approve of that attachment 
to the Church of Scotland, which 1s therein expreſſed, 
and of the pious zeal of the petitioners 1n promoting 
the intereſts of true religion; but regret that the ſtate 
of the funds of the Church, and the circumſtances orf 
this country, do not permit the General Aſſembly t 
give them pecuniary aid. The Aſſembly do further 
empower their Moderator to expreſs to the petitioners, 


the brotherly regard which this Church entertains for 


the Preſbyterian congregation of the City of St John, - 
in the province of New Brunſwick, and to tranſmit to 
them a copy of this deliverance upon their petition, 
A petition for Mr Richard Robertſon, ſome time miniſter 
at Dalziel, craving aid, read. The Aſſembly remitted 
the ſame to the Procurator, with inſtructions to him 
to enquire into the facts, and endeavour to ſuggeſt ſome - ? 
method of relief for the petitioner, to be laid before 


next Aſſembly. 
The report of the Truſtees of the fund eftabliſhed by A& 


of Parliament for a proviſion for Miniſters widows, &. 


again called for, and ordered to be recorded in the fe- Þ 
parate regiſter kept for that purpoſe. 3 


Lift of Probationers produced, their names read out, and 


ordered to be recorded. | 

All cauſes brought before this Aſſembly, and not deter- 9 
mined by them, referred to the Commiſſion. Y 

Proteſtation admitted. 

A Committee named to reviſe the minutes of the Aſſem- | 
bly's proceedings, at this and all other diets thereof, 
and to pitch upon ſuch of the Acts of the Aſſembly as 
are to be ſtanding rules, in order to their being printed. 

The Moderator's ſpeech to the Aſſembly, and his Majeſty s 
Commiſſioner. _ 

The Lord Commiſſioner's ſpeech to the Aſſembly. | 

Act appointing next meeting of the Aſſembly. (Vis 
Printed Acts.) 1 

The Aſſembly concluded with prayer, finging of plans 2 
and Fronouncing the bleſling. b 


